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Black people in this country face a two-sided
reality; they are Black and they are poor. All other
problems, unemployment, poor schools, inadequate housing,
etc. stem from this two-sided reality. Any effort pur¬
porting to be relevant to the needs of Black people must
deal with this two-sided reality. And in order to deal
with it one must confront the issue of power for the
United States is a country controlled and administered by
power. To be without power in the United States is to be
colonized. Black people in this country are a colonized
people in the sense that the colonized everywhere are de¬
prived of their inalienable right to manage, or even to
mismanage, their own affairs.
The ideology of race looms big in any colonial
situation. Invariably the colonized are looked upon as
being racially inferior. That is to say, colonized peoples
are viewed as having genetically different potentialities
for achieving a Westernized version of civilization. The
importance of racism is poignantly described by Memmi in
the following manners
Racism appears then, not as an incidental
detail, but as a consiobstantial part of
colonialism. It is the highest expression
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of the colonial system and one of the
most significant features of the
colonialist. Not only does it estab¬
lish a fxindamental discrimination be¬
tween colonizer and colonized, a sine
qua non of colonial life, but it also
lays the foundation for the ^uppose^
immutability of this life.l
It is important to realize that racism has been
used as the major ideological prop in every colonialist
effort throughout the world. This relationship between
racism and colonialism is not an accident. The ideology
of race with its contention of inherent, observable, be¬
havioral differences symbolizes the desired relationships
from a colonialist perspective the superior on top
the inferior on the bottom.
The colonizer stresses those things which keep
him separate rather than that which reflects the basic
oneness of mankind!i When cultural differences are
cited from the perspective of the colonizer, the colonized
are always downgraded and the colonizer is always justi¬
fied and venerated.
The United States, when considered from the per¬
spective of Black people in this coiintry, is essentially
^Albert Merami, The Colonizer and the Colonized
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1965), p. 74.
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a neo-colonial power. The major difference between
colonialism and neo-colonialism lies within the amount of
"openess" in which the esqjloitation and control of a
”s\ibject“ is perpetrated. Kwame Nkrumah offers the fol¬
lowing perceptive comment:
Neo-colonialism acts covertly maneuvering
men and governments, free of the stigma
attached to colonial rule; it creates
client states independent in name but in
point of fact pawns of the very colonial
power which is supposed to have given
them independence.^
When Nkrumah;s description of neo-colonialism is
applied to the Black experience in the United States, a
number of governmental laws and policies are illximinated
and begin to take on a new meanings and purposes. Within
the framework of the foregoing description, for example,
consider the Supreme Court School Desegregation Decision
of 1954, The Civil Rights Act of 1964, or the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. All of these acts and decisions were
purportedly designed to liberate Black Americans from
their oppressed situation. Here once again is an example
of liberation in name but in actuality we as a people re¬
main as controlled as ever.
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Kwame, Nkrumah, Africa Must Unite (New York;
Praeger, 1963), p. 174.
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This situation is even more revealing when one
considers the integrationist versus separatist argument
within the framework of Nkrximah's formulation of neo¬
colonialism. The basis for this argument in Black com-
m\inities across the United States arises from the question
of whether African-Americans are a cultural group signi¬
ficantly distinct from the majority culture on an ethnic
3
rather than a socio-economic basis. If one believes that
the answer to the above dilemma is yes, one is likely to
favor the retention of one's cultural distinctiveness and
to vigorously oppose efforts to minimize or sxabmerge the
differences. If, on the other hand, one believes that
there are no cultural differences between Blacks and non-
Blacks or that the differences are minimal or transitory,
then one is likely to resist emphasis on the differences
and to favor accentuation of the similarities.^
Robert S. Browne, a theoretician for the Black
liberation and Professor of Economics at Fairleigh Dickin¬
son University, has conceptualized these two arguments in
3
This delineation and the following are heavily
based on Robert S, Brown, "The Case for Two Americas
One Black and One White, “ New York Times Magazine, August
11, 1968, pp. 12-13+
^These two labels separatist and integrationist
over-simplify these two streams of thought considerably.
They are offered for purposes of exposition.
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the following useful manners
The separatist would argue that the
/African-American's/ foremost grie¬
vance cannot be solved by giving him
access to more gadgets although this
is certainly a part of the solution
but that his greatest need is of the
spirit/ that he must have an oppor-
txinity to reclaim his group individuality
and have that individuality lecognized as
equal with other major cultural groups
in the world.
The integrationist would argue that
what the African-American wants,
principally, is exactly what whites
want that is, to be "in" in Ameri¬
can society and that operationally
this means providing the /African-
Americ^i/ with employment, income,
housing and education comparable to
that of viiites. Having achieved this,
the other aspects of the /African-
American^ inferiority will
disappear,^
Moreover, the separatist takes the position that
the cultural transformation of the Black man was not
complete, whereas, the integrationist more or less ac¬
cepts the argument that the original culture of the African
slave was destroyed. The separatist is likely to harbor
resentment toward whites for having attempted to perpetrate
this cultural genocide; he would nurture African survivals
of the North American experience and would encourage a
Browne, The Case for Two Americans, II p. 12
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renaissance of African culture, Brovme also suggests that
the separatist is sensitive to an identity crisis which
g
presiamably does not exist in the mind of the integcationist.
The separatist category could perhaps be divided
in half: those who are convinced of the white man's
genocidal intentions and who favor a partitioning of the
country or a return to Africa; and those who still think
that some kind of coexistence with v^ite America is pos¬
sible within a national framework if whites learn to live
more hximanistically and refrain from attempting to im¬
pose their values and cultural standards on African-
p
Americans,
Purpose,—Vestiges of the three preceding schools
of thought will be reflected in varying degrees throughout
essays in this volvime. The major purpose of this effort
was to develop a series of programmatic position papers
on five critical areas of the Black experience (economics,
g
Browne, “The Case for Two Americas," p, 13,
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see Walter D, Palmer, "Toward a New Social Theory
Based on Liberation Rather Than Adjustment," (paper pre¬
sented at the first annual meeting of the National Con¬
ference of Black Social Workers, Philadelphia, Penna,,
February 1969),
SAdherent to this school of thought are sometimes
referred to in the literature as "cultural pluralists,"
7
politics, family-life, education and religion) that would
be of relevance to the current Black Restoration Movement,
Basic assvunptions.—The basic value premises of
this research project are as follows:
(1) The United States is a racist society.
(2) Black communities in the United States are,
in essence, colonies of the United States,
(3) America in reality of most Black Americans
is a facist nation,
(4) In too many instances. Black people in this
coxintry have internalized the myths, the lies and the dis¬
tortions of white America concerning who and what Black
people are,
(5) In the United States, integration which is
actually one-sided assimilation with Blacks moving into
white neighborhoods, going to white schools, etc., rarely
the reverse is a subterfuge for white supremacy.
Definitions of Important Terms and Concepts.—Many
of the concepts used in the following essays have meanings
which in some instcinces diverge sharply from conventional
usage. Consequently, the reader's attention is called to
the following:
(1) Racism: a regime of oppression for the
benefit of a few. The entire governmental structure has
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no other goal than systematic esiploitation for the bene¬
fit of a tiny elite. Hioman relationships in a facist
state emerge from the severest exploitation imaginable, are
founded on "supposed" inequality and contempt for the ex¬
ploited and are guaranteed by police authoritarianism.
Colonialism and facism invariably go hand in hand.^
(2) Neo-colonialism: see infra, p. 3.
(3) Black Restoration Movement: that part of the
Black Liberation which seeks to restore the glory that
Black people enjoyed before the advent of colonialism and
capitalistic exploitation in Africa. This movement seeks to
rekindle Black Americans' awareness of African civiliza¬
tions like Ethiopia, Egypt, Ghana, Mali, Songhai, Benin,
etc.
(4) Racism: the ideology often mascjueraded as
science which contends that there are inherent biological
differences in human potential for achievement.
9






History has taught us that the American democracy,
by conception and commitment is a "white democracy," thus
prohibiting Black people from achieving full and free partici
pation in the electoral and political process. The Black man
was excluded from the Declaration of Independence and from
the Constitution. William Lloyd Garrison, the abolitionist,
was right vdien he said that from his point of view, the Con¬
stitution was ". . .a pact with the devil ... the Black
man was counted out.“^
Political, social and economic gains that have been
made by Black people in this country usually came when
whites did not have to pay for them, or when they wanted
something from the Black man or each other. Black slaves
had a chance to win their freedom during the Revolutionary
War when the British offered to free all those who would
fight for them. George Washington, who had refused to take
. 2
Blacks into the army, then permitted them to enlist. After
^Eli Ginzberg, "The Negro's Problem is the White's,"
The New York Times Magazine, February 9, 1964, p. 14.
2
John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom; A




this war and indirectly as a result of it slavery was
abolished in the states north of the Mason-Dixon line and
the Northwest Territority. The Black man was "free" in
these regions, albeit he was treated as less than the equal
of the whites, with no political voice and patterns of
legal oppression remained. Later, when the North and south
engaged in fratricidal war, Abraham Lincoln stated that he
would settle the war gladly, even if he could not free a
single Black. He believed his primary responsibility as
Chief Executive was to settle the war, "emancipation" was
merely a military expedient.
The end of the Civil War did not give the right of
political participation and suffrage to the ex-slaves, for
the South was still controlled and governed by the same
white oppressors that led the secession. In the North, the
war and its aftermath had brought some "improvement" in the
position of the Black man, but he still remained a "second
class" citizen.
President Andrew Johnson, a poor white from Tennes¬
see vdio felt as all other poor whites that the Black man
was an economic threat, repeatedly vetoed civil rights
bills passed by Congress and sanctioned home rule in the
South.
In reaction to the Fourteenth Amendment, that was
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passed over Johnson's veto in 1866, attempts were made to
maintain white supremacy in the South.
The power of the southern governments was given to
military rulers of five military districts that were es¬
tablished under the Reconstruction Act of 1867. All Blacks
twenty-one and over were enfranchised and constitutional
conventions were set up to establish new governments. Be¬
cause of the intimidation and violence imposed upon Blacks,
who attempted to exercise their "new rights," Congress pro¬
posed the Fifteenth Amendment, which became a part of the
Constitution in 1870. This amendment declared that the
right to vote should not be denied due to race, color, or
previous conditions of servitude.
Blacks began to play a major role in the political
process. Although they did not control any of the southern
governments, their participation was quite significant.
No Black man became Governor of any southern state, but
South Carolina, Mississippi, and Louisiana had Black lieu¬
tenant governors; at various times during this period these
states had Black secretaries of state, speakers of the
house, treasurers, and superintendents of education. On
the national level several Black men represented southern
states in both houses of Congress.
It is interesting to note that many of the bills
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that were introduced by these Black state and national
politicians set the stage for several present day policies
in the areas of civil rights, social welfare and education.
Most of them were very conservative on issues other than
those mentioned above, and were not vindictive toward their
white oppressors.
Despite the substantial Black voter registration
and significant participation in the political process.
Black voting was hindered by harassment, intimidation and
was subjected to exploitation. Such white tyrannical or¬
ganizations as the Knights of the Klu Klux Klan and Knights
of the White Camelia, set as their major goals to deprive
the Black man of political equality by any means necessary.
The members of these secret organizations, had the respect
and support of the white community, thus prohibiting ef¬
forts on the state and national level to suppress them.
They used intimidation, force, ostracism, bribery at the
polls, arson, and murder to accomplish their purpose.
Since the country's economy and social institutions
were controlled by vdiites in the North and South, this
power was used ruthlessly to discourage Black political
participation. The Reconstruction period gave the Black
man the "right to vote," but it did not provide adequate
economic security, despite the efforts of the Freedmeh's
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Bureau and other organizations. In most instances the
Black man was dependent economically on their old white
masters, which made the efforts of southern whites to re¬
store a system of white supremacy easier.
The Republican Party, through the Freedmen's Bu¬
reau and the Union League (the special agency that re¬
cruited Republicans primarily among Blacks) were determined
to strengthen and maintain their political position in the
country. They adopted the "Black cause," since Blacks
were the most numerous enfranchised group. Union troops
and other federal officials, stationed in the South, along
with Northern teachers and missionaries, campaigned dili¬
gently for the Republicans by "brain-washing" the Blacks
to believe that this party had emancipated them. There
was a struggle between the Republicans and the Democrats
to dominate national politics. Black voters were ex¬
ploited by both sides.
The disputed election of Rutherford B. Hayes in
1877 aided the Southern whites in regaining their politi¬
cal power. Southern Democrats helped to resolve a con¬
tested presidential election by supporting Hayes, a Republi¬
can, with the understanding that the demands of white
southerners would be looked upon with more favor than they
had been in the past. President Hayes withdrew federal
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troops from the South and whites quickly regained control
of the governments.
In 1890 Mississippi led the other states in a re¬
vision of their constitutions, in an effort to eliminate
the Black vote without obviously violating the Fifteenth
Amendment. Obstacles to voting such as the "reasonable"
interpretation of the Constitution, the "good character"
tests, the payment of a poll tax, property qualifications
for registration, lengthening the residential requirements
for voting, the "grandfather clause," and literacy and
civic understanding tests were established.^ The election
and registration officials were quite willing to make sure
that Black voters did not meet the requirements, and the
Black vote decreased tremendously. Even if Blacks met the
aforementioned requirements, they were still denied the
right to political participation by the "white primary";
the declaration by the Democratic Party that only whites
were eligible for membership or allowed a voice in the
nomination of party candidates.
The eleven Southern states by 1930, through the
Democratic Party had barred the Black man, by statewide
3
V. O. Key, Jr., Southern Politics; In State and
Nation (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1949), pp. 578+.
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rules of the county and city party committees, and re¬
stricted him to nonpartisan and special elections. Poll¬
ing places were set up in places removed from Black com¬
munities, and these locations were often changed without
notice to Black voters.
These devices, along with economic intimidation
and violence prevented the Black man from participating in
the political process.
Black political power was to become /almost
non-existent from 1890 to the 1940s. The
vast majority of . . . ^^lack^ lived in the
South, and their effective disenfranchise¬
ment, for all intents and purposes, de¬
molished any potential political power the
. . . /Black ma^ might have had. In 1900
for exMnple, about 90 per cent of American
... ^lack^ 7,922,969 lived in the
South, while the other 10 per cent 911,025
were scattered throughout the North, Mid¬
west, and West.^
When Black people sought to redress the denial of
their rights under the Fifteenth Amendment, they were re¬
peatedly rebuffed, by not only state courts, but the Su¬
preme Court as well. The highest judiciary body of this
co;intry held in the case of Giles v. Harris, that it could
not intervene to protect purely political rights such as
the right to vote.^ White racism was in full force and
'^Key, Southern Politics, p. 35.
^Charles Aikin, ed., The Negro Votes (San Francisco
Chandler Publishing Co., 1962), p. 41.
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was sanctioned and/or supported by all facets of this
American "democracy."
In 1944, after almost half a century of Black dis¬
enfranchisement, the United States Supreme Court finally
declared the vdiite primary, one of the most formidable of
the disenfranchising devices, unconstitutional in the
Smith V. Allwright case,® Black registration began to in¬
crease after the nullification of the white primary.
According to the best estimates available
they are often only informed guesses
about 250,000 . . /Slacks/ (5 per cent
of the ... /Black/adult . . . population)
were registered voters before the historic
decision of 1944. ... Three years after
Smith V. Allwright, both the niomber and
proportion of registered ... ^lacl^
voters had doubled.”^
There were still continued efforts to disenfranchise
the Black man. The Democratic Party in many states still
excluded Blacks from membership; they were permitted to vote
in the primaries only if they took an oath of loyalty,
pledging to support the principles and policies of the
Party, These principles were of an extremely racist nature
g
Franklin, Slavery to Freedom, p, 488.
7
Donald R. Matthews and James W. Prothro, Negroes
and the New Southern Politics (New York: Harcourt. Brace
and World, Inc., 1966), p. 17.
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for they included: preservation of laws relating to the
segregation of races in schools, pxiblic conveyances and
other "lawfully" designated places; the legal prohibition
of intermarriage of persons of white and African decent,
and preservation of the payment of a poll tax as a quali-
Q
fica,tion of an elector.
Strong opposition to the 1954 Supreme Court de¬
cision, and the white man's historical fear of Black domi¬
nation over the political and economic system, caused a
racial crisis in all regions of the country. It had been
demonstrated in the North, in the elections of Oscar De-
Priest, Arthur W. Mitchell, William L. Dawson and Adam
Clayton Powell to Congress, that Black people acting through
organized voting arrangements were in strategic positions
that could aid them in bargaining for their interest. Re¬
gardless of how divided they might have been on other mat¬
ters, whites began to tactfully put the oppression of
Blacks back in an organized, well schemed basis. It was
natural that Black registration and voting would suffer
badly.
In 1952, the registration of Blacks in the South
had increased from 250,000 in 1940 to 1,008,614 an
®Key, Southern Politics, p. 638.
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increase of 758,614.^ But from 1952 to 1962, the rate of
increase was considerably less. In this decade the total
ntimber of registered voters had only increased to 1,476,200
an increase of less than half of a million (467,586).^®
The "right to vote" had been "guaranteed by law"
to Blacks since the adoption of the Fifteenth Amendment,
but no efforts had been made by the federal government to
protect these rights. Securing such rights depended al¬
most entirely upon private litigation. In the Civil Rights
Act of 1957, Congress gave the United States Attorney
General authority to institute suits on behalf of Blacks
who were deprived of voting rights. Supplementary legis¬
lation was passed in 1960 and 1964 to "supposedly" streng¬
then the 1957 Act. These laws, however, did not produce
a significant rise in Black voter registration, except in
limited areas.
The principal means of limiting the franchise dur¬
ing the 1950s was the literacy test, and the responsibility
for administering these tests was that of local registrars
whose powers were invested by state laws.
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Pat Watters and Reese Cleghorn, Climbing Jacob's
Ladder; The Arrival of Negroes in Southern Politics (New
York; Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc., 1967), p. 27.
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p. 27
Watters and Cleghorn, Climbing Jacob's Ladder,
12
Meanwhile dramatic events were drawing public at¬
tention to the issue of voting rights, as well as to the
oppressive nature by which Blacks were excluded from the
political and social institutions in this "American
democracy."
The "Black Protest Movement," which began in 1960
with sit-ins and continued with the Freedom Rides, boy¬
cotts, demonstrations, and voter registration campaigns,
stimulated unprecedented political interest among Blacks.
The organizations that worked diligently in the "movement"
were the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), Southern Chris¬
tian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and the National Asso¬
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), and
the National Urban League. These organizations worked in
cooperation with many others on state and local levels.
In Mississippi, CORE, SNCC, SCLC, and the NAACP joined
forces under an lambrella organization, the Council of
Federated Organizations (COFO). The Atlanta based Voter
Education Project of the Southern Regional Coxincil, Inc.
aided the financial and organizational structure of the
voter education, and registration caitpaigns that were con¬
ducted throughout the South by the aforementioned
organizations.
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Members of these organizations risked their lives,
and often lost them, in an effort to increase voter regis¬
tration in the South. The murder of Medgar Evers, an out¬
standing Black leader and executive of the Mississippi
NAACP; and the torture and murder of James Chaney, Andrew
Goodman and Michael Schwerner (SNCC workers), were noted
episodes in unhampered, (if not police helped) violence.
True to form, the accused murderers of these persons and
many others were acquitted by the American judicial sys¬
tem. Churches, homes and other buildings used for mass
meetings or other political activities were bombed and/or
burned. Voters were arrested on phony charges, brutalized,
and often killed by racist policemen for no apparent reason
and economic reprisals were often used.
The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MPDP), a
predominately Black political organization, challenged the
seating of the regular "lily white" Democratic Party dele¬
gation at the 1964 Democratic Convention. MFDP pointed out
to the entire convention, with delegates from every state
in the United States, that the Democratic Party of Mis¬
sissippi had prevented Blacks from registering to vote
through intimidation and the racist administration of voter
tests. Blacks were also excluded from participating in
precinct meetings and other affairs of the Party. The
14
regular delegation had rejected the national party plat¬
form, and refused to sign the loyalty oath? but the MFDP
that was willing in every way to support the national
party was forced by the powers of this "great honorable
delegation" to accept two places with the regular state
delegates, whose principles they strongly opposed. The
powerless delegates accepted this degrading "compromise"
with the understanding that the national party would out¬
law segregated delegations at future conventions.^^
The American public witnessed on television the
beating of non-violent demonstrators, by police and other
irresponsible whites, in Selma, Alabama, who were seeking
to achieve for Blacks the right to vote without
"discrimination.“
Indirectly as a result of this outraged violence
inflicted upon Black people in this country who were merely
attempting to exercise rights granted by the Constitution
to all "Americans," and the recognition by white politi
cians that they needed Black votes to maintain their oppres¬
sive positions in this country; and the fear of loosing
Stokely Carmichael and Charles V. Hamilton,
Black Power; The Politics of Liberation in America
(New Yorkj Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1967), pp. 90-92.
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America's image as the great "democracy" abroad; Congress
passed the Civil Rights Act of 1965. This act:
1. Suspended literacy tests and similar
devices in all states or counties in
vdiich less than 50 per cent of the
voting-age residents were registered
to vote on November 1, 1964. This
clause initially affected 26 counties
in North Carolina and the entire
states of Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, South Carolina and
Virginia.
2. Provided for the appointment of federal
examiners to register persons in these
areas to vote, federal observers are
also assigned in counties where examiners
are assigned^
3. Directed the Attorney General "forthwith"
to institute court action against the
enforcement of poll taxes as a pre¬
requisite to voting in state and local
elections. (In 1966, the federal courts
upheld these efforts, thereby outlawing
the poll tax in all elections.)
Since the passage of this act there has been a
significant increase in the number of Blacks registered,
voting and running for office in the Southern states, but
fear, apathy, and hopelessness, and many new strategies
that have been devised to deny the Black people equal po¬
litical participation often discourages them from exercis
ing the right to vote.
12
Matthews and Prothro, New Southern Politics, p. 19.
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Black votes are diluted in heavily concentrated
Black election districts by converting to at-large elec¬
tions, in which their votes are outweighed by white votes
in adjoining districts. Counties having Black voting ma¬
jorities have been consolidated with counties having white
majorities. Legislative malapportionment and maldistrict-
ing are effective devices„in all areas of the country, for
diluting the Black vote. Pull-slate voting creates special
problems for Black voters who may be forced to vote for
white candidates if their votes for a Black candidate are
to be counted, thus diluting the effect of their vote for
the Black candidate.
In many Southern states the names of Black regis¬
trants are omitted from official poll 3ists or listed with
the wrong party designation. Often Blacks are informed
that they are not registered in a particular precinct.
Sufficient voting facilities are not provided, and long
lines are common.
Although literacy tests have been "outlawed," many
election officials refuse to provide or allow adequate as¬
sistance to illiterate voters, inadequate or erroneous in¬
structions are given so as to increase the probability of
an invalid ballot. Access to the absentee ballot is often
denied the Black voter. Polling places are located in
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discriminatory places such as farm stores, where Black farm
workers and sharecroppers can be harassed and intimidated
by the farm owners; and/or in white schools or churches
which Blacks customarily were not expected or allowed to
vote.
Economic dependence, even in the absence of speci¬
fic threats or reprisals, frequently inhibits Blacks from
engaging freely in political activity and voting for candi¬
dates of their own choice. The domination of the economic
institution, along with the history of racial violence,
alluded to previously, affects the entire political system.
Although Blacks theoretically may have the right to a se¬
cret ballot, in many cases they will not vote at all, or
will vote in a way that they feel will not offend the white
persons who own the land and/or industry upon v^om they
are economically dependent for their livelihood.
In their study of Blacks in Southern politics, Pat
Watters and Reese Cleghorn describe some of the behavior
of Black teachers resulting from economic pressures. A
Black principal in a rural South Georgia county, for example,
is reported to have,
... reduced the teaching of civics and
government because it was in these classes
that embarrassing questions were asked
. . ., /an^ acted with hostility . . .
toward voter registration workers who
18
had arrived in the community.
Legislation that has been passed, and other de¬
cisions, with regard to the political participation of
Blacks in this country have been made by whites and were
designed in their favor, to aid in continuing the oppression
of Black people. History points to the conclusion that most
of the progress the Black man has made in America has been
"allowed" by the white man for his own economic self-
interest, rather than through his active encouragement.
The right to vote is not the same ... as
the effective exercise of that right. To
give the franchise to . . . /a7 minority in
the face of vehement opposition and oppres¬
sion from a united majority that
controls the economic and social . . . in¬
stitutions/ of a . . . iation/ is . . .
fruitless unless the minority is /united
an^ supported by force of arms from "out¬
side." The vote alone without other re¬
sources of power, . . . and without armed
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Conflicting interests frequently develop in the
relations between men, groups and institutions. The end
results of these conflicting interests is decided in terms
of power. That is, the end result is determined by that
man, group of men or institutions who have the most in¬
fluence aid control over the minds and bodies of other
men.^
Governments are attempts to settle the question of
the conflicting interests of men. This concept was most
clearly presented in reference to the United States in The
Federalist Papers. These papers espoused the view that as
long' as men were not of the same accord, and there was
freedom to disagree, men would ban together to further
their own interests. The Federalist Papers also suggested
that in such a conflictual situation "might" could prevail
over "right," The only way to control the factions, and
not lose liberty, would be to create a larger power stronger
than the strongest of factions. The larger power. The
Federalist Papers contended, must be a representative
government, less the strong factions would only legalize
^ans Mongenthau. Politics Among Nations; The




its control and oppression of the weaker factions.
That this system has not worked is evident in an
analysis of the Black American's relative controlled and
oppressed state in the present "representative", government.
Government, we understand, is the legitimate de-
cision-imaking body that is in the ultimate control of the
people in a particular community. The skill one uses in ob¬
taining particular ends from a government is a political
skill.
Skill in politics is not enough to obtain the end
result that one might want in a particular situation. One
also needs power.
Power is the ability to control the actions
of men, to influence their behavior so that
one may make and enforce decisions; it may
be exerted through the threat of physical
violence, by the ability to grant or with¬
hold economic opportunity, or control over
the sources of information.2
The political process is essentially a contest for
power, for the means of determining who gets what, when
and' how. The Black American has had very little political
power in the United States, and the little that can be
seen is not proportionate to our nximbers in the total
population. The overwhelming fact of Black America's
^H. H. Wilson, "The Meaning of Political Power,"
Monthly Review, June, 1963, p. 23.
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political powerlessness has been white racism. Other
ethnic groups who have come to this country (especially
the Irish, Italians, Jews, and Poles) have been able to
build up political power that is disproportionate to their
numbers in the population.
Chuck Stone has devised a scale for measuring the
political power of a minority group in any particular com¬
munity. He feels that the first law for measuring the
political power of an ethnic group is that there must be
a direct relationship between either the number of persons
who voted in an election, or the proportion of the popu¬
lation which the minority makes up, and its proportion of
all political jobs and elective offices. Stone's "Index
of Proportional Equality" establishes minimum standards
for measuring the political power of an ethnic group.
There are six factors, vdiich include the proportion
of the ethnic group within a city in the following areas
of political activity: 1) U. S. Congressmen; 2) city coun-
cilmen and aldermen; 3) state representatives; 4) heads of
muncipal departments; 5) judges (at the city, state, and
3
national levels); and 6) members of the board of education.
3
Chuck Stone, Black Political Power in America
(New York: Bobbs-Merril Company, 1968), pp. 68-70.
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When Stone applied his model to several large
cities it was evident that the Blacks held little political
power
The dominant fact of ethnic political power, more
specifically, the political power of the Irish, Italians,
and Jews, is the ability of these groups to control a
higher proportion of the important elective and appontive
offices than their percentage in the population warrants.
Today, as vdien voting was a real impossibility to
Black Americans, the promise of the vote is held out to
assure Blacks that there will be some equality through the
franchise. People continue to look desperately to the po¬
litical process for change and reform. If there is one
thing that we have learned from our American experience it
should be that voting will nor of itself change anything.
Julian Bond in Georgia was elected to his seat three times
before he was seated. Adam Clayton Powell was denied his
seat in the Ninetieth Congress twice. In both cases the
racist attitudes of the majority came through to prove that
they could xandermine any decision made by Black people.
The promise of the powers of the vote, and the
4
See also Harold M. Baron, "Black Powerlessness in
Chicago," Trans-action, November, 1968, pp. 27-33.
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promise of the power that it gives to an ethnic group has
not been fulfilled with respect to Black Americans. While
it is true that what has been called '^progress'* has followed
closely with the voting participation of Blacks, this has
been only one of several reasons for the limited changes.
The influence of the guilt-ridden liberal whites, the need
for America to reassess its international image both played
some part in this “progress." But more important this
progress must be viewed in its true perspective, white op¬
pressors conceding to Blacks some measure of equality that
they have found another way to negate or neutralize.
Understanding that white racism is responsible for
the lack of political power of Black Americans is important.
The ways in which racism operates are not always overt.
Even when racism was operating to keep many Black people
from voting, it did not prevent some of us from partici¬
pating in sufficient numbers to elect a few Black people
to political office. The system has always allowed a few
"Black leaders" to emerge. Too often these Black politi¬
cal leaders have been no more than an instrument, sanctioned
and used by racist whites to control and oppress other
Blacks,
Black leaders are usually political puppets. The
white politicians make decisions that affect the Black
7
conununity, and when necessary, they do it through these
Black puppets, while there are exceptions. Black politi¬
cians cannot be relied upon to make forceful demands in
behalf of the Black community, when the reference group of
Black politicians is not that of their people but that of
acceptance by the white power structure.
The only Negro at present in the Senate of the
United States acquired his political stature by playing
down, as much as possible, the reality of the color of his
skin. Brooke, who was not elected by Black people, has
said that he will not attempt to be a leader of Black people,
but has been consistently projected by white politicians,
white newscasters, and white businessmen as an outstanding
"Black leader." "Those who would asstime the responsibility
of representing Black people in this country must be able
to throw off the notion that they can effectively do so and
still maintain a maximum amount of security."^
Black politicians often think that they must "over
subscribe" to American political activities in order to be
effective. They often view becoming a part of the machine,
or a big man in the "party" as the ultimate goal, and expect
■^Stokely Carmichael and Charles V. Hamilton, Black
Power; The Politics of Liberation in America (New York;
Vintage Books, 1967), p. 15.
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Black Americans to believe that they are doing so in the
name of "our"^ progress. Black America must realize that
the "machine" is inimical to the needs and the progress of
Black people, for inherent in its operation is the need to
have somebody to exploit and to oppress. And in America
until Black people stop them, that somebody is us. Politi¬
cal parties hold little reward for Black Americans. In
the words of John Lewis at the 1963 March on Washington we
are made to understand that "The party of Kennedy is also
the party of Eastland. The party of Javits is also the
party of Goldwater." We cannot look to the party.
Political organization in the form of party poli¬
tics, may not be the answer to the plight of Black people.
What worked for other ethnic groups in the 1930s may not
work for Blacks in the 1960s and 1970s because of insuper-
able resistance from an implacable racist majority.”
Conventional politics only have the possibility of
working in those areas of the country where Black people
are present in sufficient numbers to ensure that their
voices and demands will be heard. But in these areas, moves
g
Simon Lazarus, "Domesticating Black Power," re¬
view of The Impossible Revolution; Black Power and the
American Dream, by Lewis M. Killian, in the Nation,
June 8, 1968, p. 37.
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are already afoot to neutralize these Black concentrations
by requiring candidates to run in city-wide rather than in
ward elections, and also by consolidating city and county
governments.^
Furthermore, the needs of the Black community, re¬
distribution of wealth, opportunity and power are not likely
to be acceptable enough to non-Blacks to have a chance to
become implemented and enforced. Indeed, coalition politics
of this kind may no longer be acceptable to the Black com¬
munity for gradualism is an inherent feature of such an
Q
approach. The kind of social changes needed would not be
immediately forthcoming from coalition politics.
What then should be the strategy of Black politi¬
cal leaders in the face of the aforementioned possibilities.
More and more Black people are looking at how other oppressed
people liberated themselves from the bonds of oppression.
Lazarus admonishes us thusly:
Take a glance at Algeria, Cuba, China, or
at any of the Third World lands where po¬
litical violence has worked. It is not
clear that unorganized, alienated masses
7
Southwide Conference of Black Elected Officials.
Conference Proceedings (Atlanta, Georgia, 1968), pp. 8-11.
Lazarus, "Domesticating Black Power," p. 37.
10
have typically been the base of the suc¬
cess of revolutionary elites. Even if they
cannot be induced to vote in great numbers
and with discrimination for their interests,
might not sltundwellers nevertheless provide
protection for terrorists? Might they not
support a charismatic leader who mumbled
various forms (violent reprisals) among his
repertoire of stratagems.^
Whenever Blacks begin to speak of revolution or
violence, we are reminded of our minority status and the
insufficiency of our numbers. But revolutions are never
conducted by taking a national assessment of the odds
against them. Then, too, what have we to lose?
If the lessons of the past have begun to teach
Black people one thing, it is that we continue to be the
victims of a racist society. We are finally realizing that
American racism is a creation of the white man for the ex¬
pressed purpose of economic exploitation. What is a Black
problem, is the position that white racism has put us in.
If we do not get him off our backs, he will not move
voluntarily.
The first step toward a revolutionary consciousness
is a liberation of the mind. The liberation has begun, and
once the minds of our people are freed the answers to our
plight will be forth-coming. For in most instances it is
9
Lazarus, "Domesticating Black Power," p. 38.
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our ideological conflicts (integration versus community
control, for exanple) that keep us loyal to a system that
oppresses us.
The political process of America is complex, but
it is also simple. And because it is so contradictory
Black Americans can use it, but only in such a way that it
liberates Black people. The political structure as it now
stands must be radically changed. It must be restructured
to be compatible with a hximanistic rather than a capitalis¬
tic point of view. But this must always be done with the
goal in mind, not of becoming a part of the structure, but
with the goal of restructuring the structure.
How can Blacks use the political process to its
advantage? We must control something that is now a part
of it. We must weild some political power.
The South has provided us with a stage for our ef¬
forts at liberation. The South has been the citadel of
racism in this country. It has been the place where every
racist could openly express his sentiments without regard
for the humanity of Blacks.
With all the migration to northern cities, the
South still holds the majority of the Black population. In
the few years that Blacks have exercised the franchise in
the South, we have elected some 385 Blacks to public
12
office,^® The South has also been the scene of the only
attempt to build a concerted organization of community
strength and control as reflected in the emergence of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP).
But we as a people, must not be deluded into
thinking that this kind of political activity is a panacea
to our plight. We must not be co-opted into thinking that
this kind of political participation will remove the inequi¬
ties that Black people continue to experience in America.
These inequities can only be removed if we as a people,
liberate our minds from the control of our oppressor. In¬
deed, such a liberation is mandatory if we are to avoid
the pitfalls of neo-colonial integration that mere empha¬
sis on electing Black candidates and forming Black politi¬
cal parties fosters. For once our minds are liberated, no
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Before launching upon the consideration of any
ceptualization, it is essential to take steps to facili¬
tate at least a minimal understanding of that which is to
be focal. This is what will be attempted at the onset of
the discussion of religion, more specifically Black
religion.
From a sociological perspective, Fairchild describes
the concept of religion thusly:
The social institution built up around
the idea of a supernatural being or beings,
and the relation of human beings to them.
In any particular culture this idea be¬
comes formalized into a social pattern or
patterns. Such a pattern comes to be
known as “the religion" of a particular
group. Every true religion involves three
major aspects: (1) a conception of the
nature and character of divinity, (2) a
set of doctrines concerning the recipro¬
cal duties and obligations between divinity
and humanity, (3) a set of behavior pat¬
terns designed to conform to the will of
God and to assure to the individual be¬
liever the approval of his conscience and
whatever rewards or freedom from penalties
in this world or the next are included in
the doctrines of his particular-faith.^
Other definitions of religion, whatever may be their
scholarly value, include attempts v^ich are similar to those
^Henry P. Fairchild, ed.. Dictionary of Sociology




following and the preceding one. Consider the following:
Religion in its initial moment operates
integratively and cohesively, providing
common loyalties and purposes which bind
humanity into communities. As a result
of this integrative power, religion may
be in other moments be devisive or so¬
cially revolutionary.2
, . .The expression of the eternal and in-
destructable metaphysical craving of hiiman
nature. Their grandeur is that they repre¬
sent the whole supernatural complement of
man, all that he cannot himself provide.
At the same time they are the reflections,
upon a great and different plane, of whole
peoples and cultural epochs,^
Religions are paths to salvation. They at¬
tempt to answer man's fearful questions and
to liberate him from the toils that hinder
communion with divinity, ... Religion has
always occupied a prominent place in social
organization, and in philosophy and in
history.4
From the preceding definitions, one may delineate
the dominant themes of the concept of religion. More
precisely, religion is a social institution, it facilitates
2
Robert Lee and Marty E. Martin, eds., "The Churches
and Protest Movements for Racial Justice, '* in Religion and
Social Conflict (New York: Oxford University Press, 1964),
p. 39,
3
Jakob Burckhardt as quoted in Hans-Jaochim Schoeps,
The Religions of Mankind (Garden City, New York: Doubleday
and Company, Inc., 1966), p. 3.
4
Burckhardt, as quoted in Hans-Jaochim Schoeps, The
Religions of Mankind, p, v.
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social cohesion, it fosters a supernatural preoccupation in
man, and is usually expressed through syirvbolic rites and
rituals. The hope is that these individuals definitions,
and the more general assumptions following therefrom, will
provide a sufficient framework for the ensuing discussion
of Black religion.
The central task here, however, is a consideration
of the Black man's experience with the white man's insti¬
tutionalized religion Christianity, Thus, the focus of
this precis on religion will be the Christian religion
i,e,, the American version of Christianity, Jung describes
Christianity thusly:
, , , One of the sects that grew up out
of the Graeco-Roman world's passion for
mystery religions. These religions owed
their success to the fact that they re¬
acted violently against the general de¬
cadence and immorality, , ,
The meaning, , , is clear: it is a moral
restraint of animal impulses. The dy¬
namic appearance of , , , j/^^istianit^
, . , betrays something of that enormous
feeling of redemption which animated the
first disciples , , , for we can hardly
realize in this day the whirlwinds of the
unchained libido which roared through
the ancient Rome of the Caesars. , , For
us the necessities vAiich brought forth
Christianity have actually been lost
, , , With disbelief in the crudeness of
human nature is bound up the disbelief
5
in the power of religion. .
It would seem that “religion," or more precisely
Christianity, as a WASP institution, will fit more com¬
fortably into the connatative description thus far ad¬
vanced; than will the Black man's adaptation of this in¬
stitution. For the Black man, a significant factor is
lacking that of a valid cultural base. As expressed by
the late Martin Luther King, Jr."
Any religion that professes to be con¬
cerned with the souls of men and is not
concerned with the slvims that damn them,
the economic conditions that strangle
them, and social conditions that cripple
them is a dry-as-dust religion. . . Such
a religion is the kind the Marxists like
to see an opiate of the people.®
For all practical purposes. Black American religion
can be conceptualized as: A VEHICLE OF IMPERALIZATION AND
OPPRESSION, OPERATING UNDER THE GUISE OF A SUPERNATURALLY-
BASED INSTITUTION; WHICH HAS BEEN USED HISTORICALLY BY
WHITES TO PSYCHOLOGICALLY AND SOCIOLOGICALLY CONTROL BLACK
MEN. Because of the severe social and psychological dis¬
organization which Black people experienced when they were
5
C. G. Jung as cited in Raymond Hostie, Re lie; ion
and the Psychology of Jung (New York: Sheed and Ward,
1957), pp. 113-114.
^Martin Luther King, Jr., Stride Toward Freedom
(New York: Ballantine Books, 1958), pp. 28-29.
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forcibly transported from African to American soil, the
Black man attempted to overtly adjust to this foreign re¬
ligious institution and to use it to effect some degree of
social cohesion for his people. But because this "re¬
ligious institution" was based on the glory and acquisition
of economic power, and not on the spiritual development of
man; it resulted in the Black man being faced with an in¬
stitutional dilemma and the white oppressors capitalizing
on this. It should not be overlooked that both Black and
white Americans have been comfortable with his institution;
the Black men because they had been stripped of their Afri¬
can cultural vinderpinnings: and the white men because of
the aura of overt conformity fostered by the institution,
which supported his economic advancements. Further, Chris¬
tianity represents an antithesis to what is culturally
valid for Black Americans,
It is hoped that as this section develops, this
conceptualization will become more meaningful to the reader;
and that its implications will become clearer as the reader
delves deeper into the subject at hand.
African people were brought to the New World, It
was at this point in history that the Black man's subservience
to those with skin of lighter hues began in embryonic America.
The catastrophic impact of Western civilization effected a
7
severe disturbance in the Black man's social organization
from which we have yet to recover. One of the most im¬
portant of all social institutions, religion, was among
those which underwent modification. Religion for the Black
man was to become westernized.^
The question can justifiably be raised as to how
the white Americans ("White Devils," to borrow a signifi¬
cant phrase from the late Malcolm X) succeeded in destroy¬
ing the Black man's religion institution, and for what
purposes.
Black religion began admidst polygamy in
the cotton fields. It was an adaptation
of the white master's religion. Slaves
were not initially permitted to raise
families of their own, nor to protect
their women from the desires of the
plantation owners and their associates
... Deprived of the natural right of a
family, exposed to moralities shorn of
ethic through the religion of whites in¬
troduced into the lives of the slaves,
to ease the pain of a non-ethical system,
Negroes used race and the meaning they
gave to slave songs into a religion which
provided their sole sense of identity.®
7
See E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Church in Ameri
ca (New York: Schocken Books, 1963), and John Hope Franklin
From Slavery to Freedom; A History of Negro Americans (3rd,
ed,; New York: Alfred Knopf, 1967), for a more specific
discussion of the resulting effects.
O
Joseph R. Washington, Jr., Black Religion: The
Negro Christianity in the United States (Boston: Beacon
Press, 1964), pp, 31-33.
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During this period, many whites expressed an
interest in the souls of the "Black savages.” The estab¬
lished churches in the New World set themselves about the
business of proselyting.
To further insure himself against slave revolts,
the white man graciously supplied the Black man with a
religion which encouraged obedience and servility. By the
eighteenth century, many Black men had been "baptised” into
the "White Devil's” religion.
One is reminded of theories adhered to by Malcolm
X and others which give further meaning to religious socia¬
lization of the period. For many Black people, Christianity
was a communications tool that enable Black bondsmen to inter¬
act discretely. For example, when Blacks sang the spiritual
which spoke of the praise, glory, and desire for a super¬
natural man referred to as "Jesus,” the intended plea was
for a ship which would return them to the comfort of their
homeland. The "beginning" was, perhaps, of a different
order.
... Where the religion of every other
people on earth taught its believers of
a God with whom they could identify,a
God who at least looked like one of their
own kind, the slavemaster injected his
Christian religion into the 'Negro.' This
'Negro' was taught to worship an alien
God having the same blond hair, pale skin,
and blue eyes as the slavemaster.
9
This religion taught the 'Negro' that Black
was a curse. It taught him that everything
white was good, to be admired, respected,
and loved. . . This white man's Christian
religion further deceived and brainwashed
this 'Negro' to always turn the other cheek,
and grin, and scrape, and bow, and be humble,
and to sing, and to pray, and to take what¬
ever was dished out by the devilish white man;
and to look for his pie in the sky, and for
his heaven in the hereafter, while right here
on earth the slavemaster white man enjoyed
his heaven.9
Organized white churches, especially the Baptists
and Methodists, opened the doors to a different kind of
leadership among the Blacks. These Black men of prominence
were those who preached the gospel of the white man's re¬
ligion. There are those who are said to have used their
Black professional opportunities to raise the standards of
their Black fellowmen. One such figure is Richard Allen,
the founder of the African Methodist Episcopal Church,
which was ceded from the vdiite methodist church.
Between the time of the initial evangelization ef¬
forts of the seventeenth century and the nineteenth century
era, significant institutional changes had been effected in
these United States. The most dominant, perhaps, was the
American Revolutionary War» The white man's cry to Britain
9
Malcolm X, The Autobiography of Malcolm X (New
York: Grove Press, Inc., 1966), pp. 162-63.
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for "freedom and brotherhood," and the succeeding conflicts,
likewise altered the religious status of the Black man.
The veil of pretense, in the area of concern for the Black
man's soul, was lifted. Since the white men has accom¬
plished one of the initial goals of the colonization of
this New World religious freedom for themselves there
was less need, or virtually no need at all, to maintain the
facade of concern for the religious nurturance of all.
This thesis follows that set forth by Jung, which was
quoted earlier, on the purposefulness of the Christian re¬
ligion. The crisis was over for the white man, impulses
were supposedly under external control, and the white devils
launched a concerted attack to completely colonize Black
men, in a fashion which was worse than white men had ex¬
perienced themselves.
Because of the social disorganization fol¬
lowing the Civil War and Emancipation, the
religious education and church life of the
Negro were disrupted. It was under such
conditions that the 'invisible institution'
of the Negro church vdiich had taken root
among the Negroes, especially on planta¬
tions became visible and merged with the
independent Baptist and Methodist Negro
organizations, from the Civil War to World
War I, the different Negro church organi¬
zations continued to expand. The rapid
growth of Negro church organizations during
this period was a phase of the emancipation
of the Negro from white guidance. However,
when 'white supremacy' was restored, the
Negro church became an effective agency in
11
accommodating the Negro to his subordi¬
nate position in Southern society.
In effect, it seems that the Black man all but
consciously assisted the vrfiite man in 'ghettoizing" and
colonizing him, in the area of religious institutions.
Black efforts to build on the religious foundation of
Christianity vdiich was supplied by the white devil himself,
actually seemed to further the "master's*' imperialistic
aims. It is inornical, but true, that the Black man and
the white man could look upon this period with pride, for
similar, yet diametrically opposing reasons. This seems
to have been especially valid in the religious arena.
Black men, then, could pat themselves on the
back because they had virtually succeeded in establishing
a reasonably effective, self-sufficing duplicate of the
white devil's religious institution; and had done so on his
own "colony." While vdiite men could also rejoice that they
had succeeded in colonizing the Blacks in yet another in¬
stitutional area. Whites could, despite the Civil War, the
Revolutionary War, the Emancipation Proclamation, and all
the pursuant inconsitent legal and humanitarian implications;
look upon themselves as masters. For even in this era of
Franklin Frazier, The Negro in the United
States (Revised ed.; New York; The Macmillan Co., 1957),
p. 347.
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freedom, the Blacks were still bound by the chains of
foreign institutions. Similarly, the Black religious in¬
stitution was one of the most restricting and pseudo-
gratifying. Or said more softly.
The Negro church with its own forms of
religious worship was a world which the
white man did not invade but only re¬
garded with an attitude of condescending
amusement. . . And on the whole, the
Negro's church was not a threat to vdiite
domination and aided the Negro to become
accommodated to an inferior status. The
religion of the Negro continued to be
other-wordly in its outlook, dismissing
the privations and sufferings and in¬
justices of this world as temporary and
transient.il
The church served as the basic foundation for the
social organization which was to follow. To be sure, re¬
ligious organization played a significant role in the degree
of advancement in social status which the Black man was to
experience. However, at the same time, the means and the
end can be seriously questioned. Was the Black man's re¬
ligious system a realistic one, with a sound foundation?
Did it foster creativity and a comfortable existence here
on earth, or was it a mechanism which restrained Blacks
an antithesis to what was really needed? Certainly there
Franklin Frazier,
(New York: Schocken Books, 1963),
The Negro Church in America
pp, 45-46.
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were "positive" influences of this religious movement; its
effects in the field of education, for example.
The churches became and have remained
xantil the past twenty years or so, the
most important agency of social control
among Negroes. The churches undertook
as organizations to censure unconven¬
tional and immoral sex behavior and to
punish by expulsion sex offenders and
those who violated the monogamous
mores ... This naturally resulted in
a pattern of autocratic leadership which
has spilled over into most aspects of
organized social life among Negroes, es¬
pecially inasmuch as many forms of or¬
ganized social life have grown out of
the church and have come under the domi¬
nant leadership of Negro preachers.l2
As DuBois pointed out more than fifty
years ago, 'a study of economic cooper¬
ation among Negroes must begin with the
church group,' It was in order to es¬
tablish their own churches that Negroes
began to pool their meager economic
resources and buy buildings and the
land on which they stood.
However, it would seem that the Black man's re¬
ligious aspirations predisposed him to complete the "stall"
which white America was building around him.
As Ralph Bunche has observed, by accept¬
ing segregation and emphasizing other worldly
matters, the church tended both to play an
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accoiranodating role and to stimulate the
sentiment of racial solidarity. In ac-
cord with the Tuskegee philosophy the
segregated church functioned both as an
opportunity for racial development and as
an accommodating institution in the social
order.
In later years. Black men have continued to
build on this foundation, regardless of its validity. The
most prominent Protestant denominations have flourished and
multiplied, new sects have appeared , and the Black church
collectively has even begun to modify its image. The church's
sense of "community" has seemingly increased and its laity
have atten^ted to utilize its so-called collective character
to improve their "lot." Related to these modifications, the
Black man has also experienced the effects of urbanization
and atomization. The mass Black migration to northern cities
has also taken its toll. But most Black religious organi¬
zations with the exception of those adhering to King or
Malcolm X philosophies continue to utilize that invalid
theoretical foundation which was advanced by the white
devil.
The Black religious institution has worn many
14
August Meier, Negro Thoughts in America, 1800-
1915; Racial Ideologies in the Age of Booker T. Washington
(Ann Arbor; The University of Michigan Press, 1963),
p. 218.
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faces; there have been innumerable variations on the same
theme. But at the same time Blacks have been unable to
successfully adapt this institution to their real need(s):
the acquisition of power, for the harmonization of their
lives. The emphasis here is not a call for Black religious
institutions to becoming profit-making machinery, but to
provide opportunities for Blacks to experience harmonious
living—IN THIS LIFE—at v^atever cost.
Historical evidence of Black men reaching for
more spirituality, with less emphasis on institutional hang¬
ups, is indicative of at least an unconscious dissatisfac¬
tion with the contemporary religious institution. Further
evidence of the invalidity of the white devil's religious
institutions are the merciless murders of Dr. King and
Malcolm X, when they sought a higher spirituality. These
men made the white devil uncomfortable because they were
approaching a spirituality which was more compatible to the
African-American e3q)erience.
Returning to one of the basic assxmptions of this
section, it is the writer's contention that the Black re¬
ligious institution has a responsibility to facilitate its
followers acquiring power, which would improve the collec-
time predicament of Black people in America.
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Related to the above observation is its effect on
the traditional Black religious institution. It is at
this point that scholars disagree, some calling for a
modification of the Christian base of our religious in¬
stitution; others contending that attempts at modification
are useless, since the basic foundation of the institution
is culturally involved.
It is the writer's contention that the spiritual
base of Blacks should be a reflection of a free people,
creatively moving toward a relevant spiritual experience.
Further, the construction of this kind of spiritual base
cannot be accomplished within the framework of the racist,
facist, institutions of the white economic elite forcibly
imposed on Black people in this country. For aiy attempts
at seeking fruition in this system as it currently exists
will serve only to enhance the oppressive power with which
Black men are presently confronted. This would mean that
programs and projects subscribing to reflecting any aspect
of the ideology of the present power structure must be
avoided.
The initial task of the present Black church or¬
ganizations must be a complete reorganization or re-education
process, which is mutually exclusive and foreign to what has
traditionally come from out pulpits. Physical and material
17
edifices and individual achievements should be of minimal
importance; instead efforts should be made to liberate
the minds of Black people from the throes of white racism.
It is crucial for Black men to examine their present re¬
ligious philosophy and reject all those ideologies which
are deterrents to the acquisition of a free and creative
religious experience. Black religious leaders must seek
to sort out for themselves and, in turn, impart to their
followers the processes by which Black people can best
utilize their spiritual strengths, collectively seeking a
relevant religious experience. The emphasis is on truth
and brotherly relationships existing between all Black men;
a communal acquisition and sharing of resources; and, ul¬
timately, a brotherly and self-sufficing unity or Black
power.
The responsibility for the realization of this
goal lies with each individual. Time ^ not of the essence
here; the effective acquisition of knowledge (power) is
what Black people should be about. At the same time, each
Black individual has a responsibility to (Black people) to
withstand the glitter of material things that co-opt so
many of us in Western society; each Black man must be pre¬
pared to make sacrifices v^ich are consequent to imparting
truth. For this type of religion, spirituality, is indicative
18
of a creative and progressive experience, whose effective¬
ness lies with each individual. Each Black man is truly
his brother's keeper. Whatever happens to one of us happens
to all of us. It is essential that religion become livable,
relevant; Black religion must be re-vamped to be a life ex¬
perience, not a Sunday experience. Black ministers must
stop exploiting Black people through scriptures; they must
preach truth, not sermons. Black ministers must be willing
to forego the sensual pleasure of a new Cadillac, for the
hvimane pleasure of seeing that all people in their con¬
gregations live and eat properly.
But the task outlined in the foregoing paragraphs
cannot be accomplished by any one man or any one profession
or any one institution. The contents of the preceding
page are offered as a rational for the emergence of a new
kind of spirituality not for a modified brand of Chris¬
tianity, The realization of Black Power in this arean
religion is contingent on all Black people liberating
their minds from the control of white racism.
In this institutional arena, as in all others, the
knowledgeable and perceptive non-Black American has a role.
His challenge is to find and live the truth, to free him¬
self from the racist ideologies, including Christianity,
of the power structure. He must also realize and
19
acknowledge that he is psychologically and sociologically
enslaved, that his liberation is necessary if all people
are to realize their humanity. Failure to do this will
result in the destruction of Western civilization as whites
now e3q>erience.
The most immediate need of Black people is the
liberation of our minds and not Black capitalists, or
Black mayors, or Black Harvards and M.I.T.s, and until
this is realized, the humanistic ideas set forth in this
-essay will be foreign to most people Black and non-Black.
FREE YOUR MIND, SEEK THE TRUTH, AND BE HUMAN] ]
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It is agreed that America has failed to adequately
educate Afro-American children and youth and it is perti¬
nent at this time to make concrete innovations in the area
of Afro-American education. Black children have for much
too long suffered spiritual and psychological murder
under a neo-colonical, centrally controlled, vdiite bu¬
reaucracy v/hich has made accountability and responsive¬
ness impossible. James Baldwin alludes to the necessity
of educational change when he stated:
If one managed to change the curriculoam
in all the schools so that ^lack^
learned more about themselves and their
real contributions to this culture, you
would be liberating not only ^lack^,
you'd be liberating white people who
know nothing about their own history.^
Germaine to the content of the following pages is
a definition of education. Donald Freeman, who renamed
himself Baba Lamximba, speaking at The Conference of Afro-
American Education in Chicago in June, 1968, defined
education to include several viable specifics of rele¬
vance to Black people:
^James Baldwin, "A Talk to Teachers," Saturday
Review, December 21, 1963, p. 44.
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What we understand by education is the
application of all one's knowledge for the
benefit of the collective which in turn
will benefit each individual within the
collective. To this end what must con¬
stitute a basic part of one's education
is the understanding oe people rather
than things. We realize that once peo¬
ple understand themselves, their knowl¬
edge of things is facilitated, that the
exclusive knowledge of things does not
guarantee knowledge of people and in
fact contributes to the erosion, disin¬
tegration and the destruction of the
creativity of man. Therefore, education
must:(1) Teach Black people who they are,
(2) teach Black people what they are
fighting for, (3) teach Black people
who they must identify with, (4) teach
Black people where their loyalty must lie,
(5) teach Black people how to do it, and
(6) teach Black people that the destinies
of all Black people are inseparably linked
whether we are in North, Central, or South
America, the West Indies, Europe, or Asia,
^e further state^, , , there must be a
completeVunity of all aspects of one's
life and in particular education must be
indelibly linked with one's life processes
for the benefit of each Black man and woman
and for all Black people education must
assure that all of what one learns can be
and will be applied to concrete practical
problems and their solutions. Mathematics,
physics, electronics, sociology, religion,
and all other sciences must not be viewed
as abstractions, but comprehended as the
concentrated experiences of man inter¬
relationships with man, nature and the
universe to mold and control his own
destiny,2
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John Hendrick Clarke, "Black Power and Black
History," Negro Digest, XVIII (February, 1969), p, 18,
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Beginning with the European slave traders, the
negative concept of self in terms of Black people was
created, nurtured, propagated and become an integral part
of each and every American institution. Be it political,
economical, religious or education, this negative concept
of self has been used by the oppressor to justify this
country's neo-colonistic e3q)loitation of Black people.
Historically, the education of Black people was
molded around racist ideologies and bourgeois values.
White missionaries from the North, teaching puritan morality,
industry and thrift established schools for Black refugees
as the union armies over-ran the South during the Civil
War. Union Armies faced with the problem of providing
food and shelter for Black refugees established the first
day school for Blacks in the South.
Over the years. Black schools or the so-called
industrial schools as well as Black institutions of higher
learning, both public and private, have placed increas¬
ing emphasis upon professional and business education.
It has been chiefly in these schools that the present
Black bourgeois received its nuturance and impetus.^
3
See E. Franklin Frazier, The Black Bourgeois
(New York: Collier Books, 1962), p. 56.
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For further historical illumination, the estab¬
lishment of the Freedmen's Aid Society, the creation by
an Act of Congress of "The Bureau for Freedmen, Refugees,
and Abandoned Lands," the development of land grant col¬
leges for Negroes, the establishment of the Phelps-Stokes
Fund and the Julius Rosenwald Fund all serve ^s landmarks
in the area of Black education.
The program of industrial education for the Negro
gave rise to a controversy in the 1890s which involved
the future status of Black people in American society.
It was during this period that Booker T. Washington be¬
came the proponent of "industrial education" for Black
people. The systematic disenfranchisement of the Blacks
was being realized through one of the major instruments
for the control and esqiloitation of Blacks in America
the law. Public education for Black children was be¬
coming a mere mockery of education, and a legalized system
of racial segregation was restricting the Black workers
to unskilled jobs and domestic service.
Booker T. Washington's formula for the solution
of the race problem, which he announced in his famous
speech at the Atlanta E2q)osition in 1895, "In all things
that are purely social we can be as separate as the
fingers, yet one in the hand in all things essential to
6
mutual progress,"^ was hailed by the North and the South.
Some Northerners/ weary and trying to recuperate from the
Civil War, saw in Washington's accommodative stance the
possibility of the establishment of a satisfactory economic
and social equilibrium between the races. Others skeptical
from the beginning of the capacity of Blacks to become as¬
similated in a highly complex civilization viewed it as
leading Black people to their "proper place" in American life.
The South/ applauded Washington's stand because it
was compatible with the South's need for cheap labor. Sou¬
therners also liked Washington's relative disinterest in
political activity for Blacks. The South also liked the
way in which Washington expressed confidence in their ability
to treat Blacks v^o subscribed to vdiat the COLONIZER defined
as useful/ law-abiding citizens. They agreed with his ad¬
vocacy of industrial education or more accurately vocational
education for the Black underclass/ which they believed
would perpetually co-sign Blacks to an inferior/ economic/
and social status in Southern life.^
As Washington's prestige grew not only as an
4
E. Davidson Washington/ (ed.). Selected Speeches
of Booker T, Washington (New York: Dovibleday/ 1932),
p. 34,
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John Hope Franklin/ From Slavery to Freedom
(New York: Knopf/ 1966)/ p. 386.
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outstanding exponent of so-called industrial education
but also as the spokesman of millions of Blacks, opposi¬
tion among his own people increased. Foremost among his
opponents was W. E. B. DuBois, a young Black man trained
at Fisk, Harvard and Berlin. In books, essays, and ad¬
dresses DuBois opposed what he viewed as the narrow edu¬
cational program of Washington. DuBois did not object to
the training of Black people for industry, but he recog¬
nized that Washington's version of industrial education
involved the entire question of the future status of Black
people in American life. DuBois wrote:
I would not deny, or for a moment seem to
deny, the paramount necessity of teaching
the 2^1ack mar^ to work and to work steadily
and skillfully? or seem to depreciate in the
slightest degree the important part indus¬
trial schools must play in the accorr^lish-
ment of these ends, but I do say, and in¬
sist upon it, that it is industrialism
drunk with its vision of success, to ima¬
gine that its own work can be accomplished
without providing for the training of
broadly cultured men and women to teach
its own teachers, and to teach the teachers
of the public schools.®
According to DuBois:
The ^lac]^ race like all races, is going to
be saved by its exceptional men. The prob¬
lem of education, then among ^^Black^ must
g
Julia Emily Johnsen, (ed.). The Negro Problem:
A Series of Articles by Representative Negroes of Today
(New York: James Potts and Company, 1921), pp. 60-61.
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first of all deal with the Talented Tenth;
it is the problem of developing the Best
of this race that they may guide the Mass
away from the contamination and death of
the Worst, in their own and other races.
Now the training of men is a difficult and
intricate task. Its technique is a matter
for educational experts, but its object
is a matter for educational experts, but
its object is for the vision of seers. If
we make money the object of man-training,
we shall develop money-makers, but not
necessarily men; if we make technical
skill the objects of education, we may
possess artisans, but not, in nature, men.^
DuBois called Washington's Atlanta Exposition
speech the "Atlanta Compromise," "the most notable thing
in Mr. Washington's career" and conceded that it would
make him the most distinguished Southerner since Jeffer¬
son Davis. It also made him the leader of his people,
NOT BY THEIR OWN CHOICE, but because of the manner in
which he was acclaimed and sanctioned by the majority
culture.
Due to the increasing industrialization of the
country, the particular type of industrial education ad¬
vocated by Washington, the development of a class of ar-
tisians, was outmoded. He failed to grasp the impact of
the Industrial Revolution upon the tasks that had for
7
Johnsen, (ed.), A Series of Articles by Repre¬
sentative Negroes of Today, p. 33.
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centuries been done by hand. There would still be demand
for carpenters, brickmasons, mechanics and the like, but
their tasks were being reduced to a minimum while many
similar occupations, like blacksmiths, were disappearing
altogether.
The twentieth century showed no decline among
Blacks in interest in education. However, the public as¬
sumed the responsibility that earlier was attributed to
philanthropy and self help; but \diite supremacy implied
that Blacks should not share in educational opportunities
on equal basis. The enrollment of Blacks increased
steadily. In 1880 there were 714,884 Blacks in schools in
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas. By
1910 the number had increased to 1,426,102; while in 1930
there were 1,893,068 in school.^ The enrollment of whites
in the same states was increasingly greater with more edu¬
cational funds flowing into white schools thereby robbing
Blacks of adequate facilities and well-trained teachers.
In 1900 for every $2.00 spent for the education
of Blacks in the South, $3.00 was spent on whites. In
1930 $7.00 was spent for whites to every two dollars for
p
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10
Blacks. For 1935-36, the expenditures per white pupil in
ten Southern states averaged 37.87 while such expenditures
per Black pupil averaged $13.09 slightly more than one-
sixth as much as for all schools of the United States.^
The year 1945 showed a noticeable change in dif¬
ference between Black and white teachers salaries. How¬
ever, in most instances, equalization came about through
vigorous court battles intensively contested by school
authorities.
There has been a considerable amount of growth in
the number of institutions for higher learning for the
education of Blacks. During the last fifty years, the
most notable growth has been in colleges supported by the
public. States and cities established colleges for the
education of Blacks and also took over church supported
institutions and supported them out of public funds.
As the Black masses flooded the colleges, the en-
ture orientation and aim of higher education xinderwent a
change. A chance for a college education represented an
avenue through which social and economic mobility might
be obtained. Therefore, the outlooks and aims of the
colleges changed in response to the aspirations and
9
Franklin, slavery to Freedom, p. 536.
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values of Black college students and their Black teachers
who were imbued with middle class values. Too many of
our present teachers are concerned with teaching as a
source of income vdiich will enable them to maintain middle
class standards and to assist them in their struggle to
attain American middle class ideals. They have been fal¬
laciously sold a "bill of goods" that by becoming "money
makers," justice and equality in American life will be
achieved.
Also of relevance to historical discussion of
Black education is the decision of the United States Su¬
preme Court on May 17, 1954, unequivocably outlawing
segregated schools. Chief Justice Earl Warren speaking
for a unanimous court stated:
Separate educational facilities are in
herently unequal. Therefore, we hold
that the plaintiffs and others similarly
situated from whom the actions have been
brought are, by reason of the segregation
complained of, deprived of the equal pro¬
tection of the laws guaranteed by the
Fourteenth Amendment. . . .10
The process of desegregation of schools was in¬
deed a slow process. As late as 1964 less than 2 per cent
of the Black students in eleven southern states were in
10
Franklin, Slavery to Freedom, p. 556.
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desegregated schools.H
Under the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the executive
branch of the government gained the means of doing vdiat
the Court had been unable to do. Since the Act barred
discrimination in federally aided projects and programs,
school districts receiving federal funds were required to
desegregate or to present acceptable plans for desegre¬
gating their schools. The Elementary and Secondary Edu¬
cation Act of 1965, with an appropriation of 1.3 billion,
was an added incentive to compliance by September 1965,
all but 124 of the school districts in the southern and
border states had presented acceptable plans for compli¬
ance, including freedom of choice plans, which required
Black students to take the initiative in seeking admission
to all white schools. However, in the school year 1965-
1966, only 6 per cent of the Black children were attend¬
ing desegregated schools. Southern states had learned
how to satisfy the federal government's requirement,
receive federal funds and at the same time preserve the
^^Robert L. Carter, "DePacto School Segregation:
An Examination of the Legal and Constitutional Questions
Presented," Western Reserve Law Review, Vol. 16
(May, 1965), p. 527.
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old order,12
Disparities in Black and non-Black education are
as prevalent today as they were prior to the Civil War.
Physical plants are,in Black communities, in¬
ferior to those serving non-Black communities. A case in
point is the San Francisco school district, one of the
richest in California. San Francisco has a population of
800,000 of which 10 per cent is Black, The city's school
buildings are more than 40 years old, with half of these
constructed between 1895 and 1915. Sixty of the 103 ele¬
mentary schools have no lunchrooms although most of the
children do not go home for lunch. There are only two-
full-time librarians for the entire elementary school
system.
The school district operates fifteen junior high
schools and one junior college. Four thousand teachers
are concerned with the education of 130,000 students or
more than one-sixth of the total population.
The average cost per pupil of school buildings
erected since 1954 is $1,750 for schools accommodating
non-Black students and $1,433 for those accommodating
Blacks.
12Franklin, Slavery to Freedom, p. 654.
l^Reginald W. Major, "Integration for Excellence,
The Nation, September 12, 1966, p. 234,
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Inequalities exist in per capita expenditures per
pupil among Black and non-Black schools. In the District
of Coliimbia, the median per pupil expenditure in its ele¬
mentary schools for 1963-64 was $292 for schools with 85-
100 per cent Black enrollment and $392 with 0-15 per cent
Black enrollment. In the 13 schools in the wealthy area
West of Rock Creek Park, the median per pupil expenditure
was $424,14
Jonathan Kozol in Death at An Early Age presents
the findings of a committee of laymen and various experts
on the existence of racial imbalance within the Boston
Public Schools,
There were 45 schools in Boston with over
50 per cent Black, 28 with over 80 per cent,
16 with 96 per cent or above, , , , Statis¬
tics that I saw later pin-pointed the dis¬
crepancies between amounts of money allo¬
cated to the white and ^lacl^ districts,
^he data revealed 10 per cent lower text¬
book expenditures in Black schools of
Boston; 19 per cent lower library and
reference book expenditures; +27 per cent
lower health esqpenditures per pupil. In
elementary schools over 90 per cent
^lack/, eight out of nine items on the
educational budget were lower than in
comparable /^on-Black7 schools. In schools
with all /non-Blacj^^udent body, the
average ran up to $350 allocated per pupil
per year. In three heavily ^lacl^ districts,
by comparison, the averages were $240, $235,
14
Kelly Wright's Sweeking Decision," The New
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and $232. In class expenditures for Bos¬
ton as a whil_e averaged $275 per pupil.
In the 2^1ack/ schools/ $213. It was ap¬
parent from this report that ^lacl^ areas
also had the highest percentage of pro¬
visional teachers, those who were fill-
ins, had not gained tenure, no seniority,
no esqjerience, and no obligation to
remain.15
Often in Black schools a negative attitude pre¬
vails among teachers concerning the intelligence of Black
students. Teachers, administrators, and supervisory
personnel operate on the promise that both the Black stu¬
dent and their parents are in some way irremediably in¬
ferior. Teachers of Black students often assume their
inferiority. The low expectations of the teachers are
often internalized by the students.
Poorly motivated upwardly mobile Blacks who have
only recently attained middle class status and who them¬
selves are products of a shoddy education, frequently ex¬
hibit rigud and openly hostile attitudes towards children
from the Black underclass.^® The Black child's failure
to achieve according to middle class standards is often
15
Interim Report, Advisory Committee on Racial
Imbalance and Education, Massachusetts State Board of
Education, July 1, 1964, as cited by Jonathan Kozol,
Death at An Early Age (New York: Bantam Books, 1967), p. 50.
^®Ivor Kraft, "The Other War, Retreat to Separate
But Equal," The Nation, November 27, 1967, p. 11.
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reinforced by expectations of failure on the part of his
teachers and this constitutes a self-fulfilling prophecy.
A common notion among teachers is "these children aren't
prepared for learning in a formal setting; their achieve¬
ment levels are low compared to middle class children so
v^y expect them to achieve very much,^^
The use of unreconstructed textbooks which instill
and perpetuate racism in the minds of the young is another
area of concern. Ossie Davis, noted actor, addressing
The American Federation of Teachers' Conference on "Racism
in Education" held in Washington, D. C. on December 8, 9,
10, 1966, made the following observation: "The English
language is my enemy, there are 120 synonyms for the term
"Blackness" in Roget's Thesaurus, over half of which are
unfavorable. He also argued 'that right from the time a
Black child learns the English language, he learns 60 ways
to despise himself and the non-Black child learns 60 ways
1ft
to aid and abet the crime."
As far back as 1881, the renowned Black scholar,
Edward W. Blyden, on the occasion of his inauguration as
President of Liberia College, sounded the note for the
17
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organized teaching of the culture and civilization of
Africa and decried the fact that the world's image of
Africa was not in keeping with Africa's true status in
world history. Blyden observed that:
In all English-speaking countries the
minds of the intelligent child
revolts against the descriptions of the
^lacl^ given in elementary books, ge¬
ographies, travels, and histories. 19
Having embraced or at least assented to these
falshoods about himself, the Black child concludes that
his only hope of rising in the scale or respectable man¬
hood is to strive for what is most unlike himself and most
alien to his peculiar tastes.
Another example of the fact that racism riins ram¬
part in the American educational system through the medivim
of the textbook is clearly evident in Death at An Early
Age when the author recalls only one book in his school
where Black children were described. The story presented
the child in a servile, obsequious, conic-like status. The
Black children were described with an air condescension and
superiority as sweet, fianny, sad, little wandering atten¬
dants to a supercilious, aloof, generous vdiite benefactor.
Kozol cites a portion of it in the following manner.
19
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"Mister Colonel/ /said one of the little
boy^ your horse is mighty dusty from rolling.
Peas and I will be proud to brush him up for
you.
"Very well," said the Colonel.
The boys borrowed brushes from Big Hand and
they brushed the Colonel's horse until he
shone like satin in the svinshine.
"I could use two boys like you the Colonel
said, "come to my barn tomorrow and I'll
put you to work."
Beans turned to Peas, "Man we got a job,"
he said and girnned at Peas.^O
James B. Conant, educator and former President of
Harvard University in his book. Slums and Suburbs, still
clinging to the stereotype image- of Afro-American youth
attempts to resurrect industrial or vocational education
as the ingredient needed for the education of Black children.
Conant writes:
I have been using the word 'vocational'* as
a layman would at first sight think it
should be used. I intend to include under
the term all the practical courses open to
boys and girls. These courses develop
skills other than those we think of when
we use the adjective 'academic.' Practi¬
cally all of these practical skills are
of such a nature that a degree of mastery
can be obtained in high school sufficient
to enable the youth to get a job at once
20
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on the basis of the skill.21
Conant's attempt to resurrect Washington's con-
cilliatory philosophy of educating the hands and hearts
of Black people instead of their minds is in essence an
attenpt to resurrect a strategy that is no longer reve-
lant to the needs of Black people in today's world of
automation and cybernetics. Furthermore, what good does
it do for a Black man to finish a preparatory course in
plumbing, carpentry, electricity, etc. when he is barred
from union membership needed to effectively apply these
skills. In terms of the skills needed for survival in an
industrial world, acquisition of many skills can be a
dead end street in terms of the cybernetic revolution
that is automating many routine non-creative occupations
into oblivion. If all Black people were to acquire these
kinds of skills, we would still not be educated to meet
the demands of survival in a racist society; but we would
be trained to fit a particular expendable niche in the
industrial order of the COLONIZER. We would not be edu¬
cated but trained^ programmed to meet the needs of a
racist society.
21
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The track system is also a reflection of racism
in education and is intimately related to Conant's call
for a massive return to vocational education. The or¬
ganization or classification of students into clearly de¬
fined and labeled tracks such as vocational, commercial,
or college preparatory is known as tracking. In this
system, a student is assigned to or encouraged to enroll
in a fixed educational program and stay with it until
graduation.
Track systems are inflexible, the choice of elec¬
tives is very small, and movement between tracks is not
encouraged nor facilitated. The system also promotes a
caste system within the school as status is determined by
which label a student carries commercial, vocational or
college preparatory. Students are assigned to particular
tracks on the basis of scores made on so-called achieve¬
ment and intelligence tests. Students are often cate¬
gorized very early in their education careers as having
ability potential or not having potential and this diag¬
nosis often follows them throughout their educational
careers. The diagnosis is often regarded by teachers,
parents, and the students themselves as being permanent
and immutable; and as such reflect the majority society's
definition of intelligence as the input of genetic
endowment
21
The purported purpose of the track system is to
group students so that they learn at their own pace. In
reality, the track system represents the segregation of
poor Black children who are designated early in their
educational careers to have limited learning potential.
Another programmatic strategy relevant to the
education of Blacks in America is the recent upsurge of
compensatory educational schemes. Most of these schemes
assume that something is wrong with the child not with the
schools, the teachers, or the environment that the child
and his family are forced to live in.. The most popular
compensatory program is the Headstart program. The pri¬
mary purpose of the program is to overcome the handicaps
imposed on the child by the system and to bridge the gap
between the learning experiences available to underclass
and privileged pre-school children. Most headstart pro¬
grams that are directed toward poor Black children inter¬
pret this purpose to mean that it is necessary to trans¬
form poor Black children into fascimiles of their white
counterparts. In many instances too much emphasis is
placed upon inculcating in the Black pupil behavior pat¬
terns, mannerisms, speech and motor styles, and artistic
sensitivities of the middle class majority culture instead
of preparing the child for academic excellence in terms of
22
his own ethnic heritage where a Duke Ellington is the
African-American equivalent of Beethoven; where the cul¬
tural heroes of Black Americans are selected by the Black
community without white sanction. Consequently, an au¬
thentic and valid "Headstart" program for Black youth
would have no hesitation in recognizing its own "heroes"
Marcus Garvey, Denmark Vesey, Nat Turner, Malcolm X,
and Huey Newton. Students would be given the intellectual
tools to question the values of contradictions and ir¬
rationalities of Western civilization. Attempts would be
made to foster the development of each child sufficient
ego strength to resist the cultural imperialistic efforts
of neo-colonial integration. Non-Blacks nor bourgeoise
Blacks would be proffered as models of how one should live.
The language of non-Black America would be recognized for
what it is a tool of self-destruction as far as the Black
child's self concept is concerned. The symbolism asso¬
ciated with the words, "Black and white" would critically
scrutinized and if necessary reversed. When defined from
a Black perspective. Black would be the color symbolizing
goodness and purity and white the color with derogatory
connotations. All linguistic negations of a Black child's
self concept will have to be redefined in any kind of
educational program that has the intersts of Black youth
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at heart. Headstart programs as they are currently con¬
ceived do not come close to programmatically operationaliz¬
ing learning experiences needed by Black children. Never¬
theless, there are at least two ideas on the horizon which,
in terms of the purposes of this essay, merit closer s
scrutiny.
School decentralization operates on the premise
that a proper redistribution of power would increase both
the operating efficiency of Black schools and their re¬
sponsiveness to the Black community. Smaller school dis¬
tricts administered by locally elected boards would better
allow educational programs to be tailored to the needs of
children in a particular school district. Decentraliza¬
tion and community control would give the parents of pupils
the power to affect school programs and policies. This
increased power would have the following possible effects:
(1) Increased parental power in Black
communities would give Black chil¬
dren role models of Black adults in¬
fluencing and controlling their own
destinies; and,
(2) The professional personnel of the
schools would be accountable to
the community in which the schools
were located.
Community control and decentralization are not ends
in themselves. The curriculum of Black schools must be
relevant to the survival of Black people. The curricular
24
offering of our school must establish among Black youth
a pride in their ethnic heritage. Afro-American history
is one avenue through vdiich pride, self esteem, and identity
can be achieved. But more importantly, what our children
learn in physics, biology, economics and in other disci¬
plines must be applicable to the problems that confront
Blacks as a people. Afro-American history would enable
the Black child to learn of Black civilization and the
contributions of Black people to himanity thereby elimi¬
nating the distortions of Western oriented history which
has depicted Blacks as a people without a history or a
civilization.
Another alternative to the educational crisis of
the Black community is the creation of private schools
outside and independent of the public school system. The
idea of a private school is not new or unprecedented.
Catholics created their own schools in order to maintain
their traditions and to counteract the Protestant teach¬
ings of the public schools. The Nation of Islam operates
two parochial schools Icnown as the universities of Islam.
These two schools are located in Chicago and Detroit.
The possibility of the federal government supporting
Black private schools is highly unlikely. Consequently,
support of such schools will of necessity have to come
from the Black community.
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In summary, the plight of Black education is such
that we can no longer allow the minds and lives of Black
children to be irrevocably damaged by a system of public
education that is totally unresponsive to the educational
needs of Black children. Consequently, other more inno¬
vative alternatives have to be explored. Two such alter¬
natives are community control and private schools. Re¬
gardless of the alternative that we pursue, the education
of Black children must reflect a synthesis of knowledge,
values, and skills in order to shape a way of life that
stresses the survival of Black people as a number one
priority and as a necessary first step towards the
humanization of all people.
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The Family as an Element in the Social Structure
The family is the most basic institution of any
people, the center and source of its citilization. Within
the structure of the family, individuals develop their con¬
cepts of themselves, their values, and their worth in re¬
lation to the others in their world. The functions of
this institution are many, some more primary than others,
but all are necessary for the on-going process of any
society.
Perhaps the most basic function of the family is
both biological and social in nature and one actually can¬
not separate one from the other. Sex and the urge to re¬
produce is an inherent biological drive, but man like many
animals, is helpless at birth and would die quickly with¬
out care from others of his kind. Therefore, there is what
almost seems to be a biological tie between birth and
mothering which makes procreation social in nature. Through
contacts with '‘maternal beings" h\man young begin to become
social beings.^
From birth everyone quickly becomes emeshed in a
^William J. Goode, The Family (Englewood Cliffs,
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1964), p. 12.
2
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network of family rights and obligations called role re¬
lations, A person is made aware of his role relations
through a long process of socialization which begins with
that first contact with the first "maternal geings."
Through this process he learns how others in his society
expect him to behave, and he himself comes to feel this
is both the right and desirable way to act.^ Thus sociali¬
zation is a continuous process, extending from birth to
death.
The family also tends to serve the individual by
providing him with some type of "tender, loving care" or
emotional stability; support to the development of his in¬
dividual identity; the encouragement of creativity; and
giving him a case of acceptance for each member, a reasonably
safe niche in society.
The latter function of the family is very directly
related to what Goode calls the mediating function of the
family in the larger society. These are the means by which
the institution links the individual to the large social
structure,"^ No society could survive if its many needs
are not met needs such as the production and distribution
2
Goode, The Family, p. 12.
3
Goode, The Family, p. 12.
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of foods, protection of the young and old, the sick and
the pregnant, socialization of the young and so on.
The family then, is made up of individuals, but it
is also part of the larger social network. Therefore, we
all are under constant supervision of our kin, who feel
free to criticize, suggest, order, cajole, praise, or
threaten, so that we will carry out our role obligations.
The tasks, or roles, if you prefer, of the family
roles are instilled in the mass of Americans by way of a
micro-nuclear family. This is by no means "the only family
type" and many authorities suggest that it is perhaps not
the best if we view its structure, resources and products
from a very humane perspective in America alone.
Black people in America have always existed as op¬
pressed people in a very vicious racist oriented neo-
colonialistic state.^ The effects of the pressures of
that system are perhaps too numerous to ascertain, however,
from recent outbreaks of hostility and aggression we have
evidence that the effects of-this system are still with us.
Slavery, an instrument of capitalistic exploitation,
systematically destroyed all forms of family organization
among the enslaved.
4see definition of colonialism in section of paper
devoted to definition of terms.
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However, as does any vital segment of a group or
individual which has its functions frustrated. Blacks
adapted their behavior for survival despite the system and
by and large did so by modifying their means of accon^jlish-
ing the tasks of the family by developing family systems
and life styles that enabled us to survive in a hostile
environment.
The Structure of Black Families in America
Grier and Cobbs in Black Rage, examine the full
range of Black life from their psycho-analytic points of
view.^ They describe the insidious effects of the still¬
living heritage of slavery; of the almost hopeless but yet
hopeful struggle of Black children to achieve the pride of
a healthy manhood and womanhood; of love, marriage and the
family which contrary to Moynihan's allegations do exist,
in very beautiful forms, among Black people. Grier and
Cobbs suggest that the Black family has been also forced to
develop a set of "Negro character traits and introduces its
members to the miasma of racial hatred that envelopes this
country.
5
William H. Grier and Price M. Cobbs, Black Rage
(New York: Bantom G. Bantom Books, published by arrange¬
ments with Basic Books, Inc., 1969).
^Grier and Cobbs, Black Rage.
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We are here most interested in how the racist
social system of America has affected the structure of the
most basic social institution the family, in the lives
of Black people.
While in mass society a transition has been made
from a rigid extended family type to a micro-nuclear unit,
the Black family has since the days of slavery consisted
(more consistently^ than not) of a broad extended type in¬
cluding the entire community to accomplish the tasks of
the family as a social element. This characteristic it¬
self is perhaps our biggest African survival.
As E. Franklin Frazier realized years ago. Black
families in America are not "disorganized."^ But much to
his dismay they are based on the primitive social structure
of African cultures which have been altered by social con¬
ditions and racism.
In The Negro Family in the United States, Frazier
discusses the social conditions that have shaped and in¬
fluenced the Black family. As was noted above, slavery was
first. The slave experience, the African cultural patterns
were totally repressed and to a great degree destroyed.
7
E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the
United States. Revised and abridged edition. (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1967), p. viii.
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What emerged chaos with only fragmetary patterns and
structures, easily broken and just enough to ensure the
rearing of children. But even under slavery a stable
Black family, based on an American model was built up by
free Blacks and slaves living under favorable conditions.
Next there was the crises of "legal emancipation," with
the maintenance and extension of the matriarchy that had
emerged under slavery as the most stable element for a
good part of Black family life. After this "micky mouse"
emancipation period, too, the father centered stable fami¬
lies of the free Blacks were extended on the basis of the
ownership of property and new occupations. Next came a
third crises in the cities of the North, one as severe as
slavery and reconstruction, with once again the emergence
of stability in the form of middle-class Negro families and
p
families of the new industrial working class. And all of
these influential historical events have been followed by
the pressures of a national depression and a series of im¬
perialistic wars which even today continue to dispropor¬
tionately drain our communities of Black men.
What has emerged from these social conditions is
Q
Frazier, The Negro Family in the United States,
p. viii.
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not an example of social and institutional disorganization,
but a network of mutually interdepent relations between the
Black community and the wider society,
Andrew Billingsley tells us that because of the
basic living conditions caused by the forementioned social
conditions of most Blacks in white America, we are now able
to identify three general categories of families: primary
families, extended families, and augmented families.^ Bil¬
lingsley defines a family as a group of persons related by
marriage or ancestry, who live together in the same house¬
hold. Nuclear families are confined to husband and wife
and their own children, with no other members present. Ex¬
tended families include other relatives or in-laws of the
family head, sharing the same household with the nuclear
family membefs. Augmented families include members not
related to the family head who share the same household
living arrangement with the nuclear family."
But Billingsley does not stop here. He realized that
within each of the three basic family types there were more
defined subsystems which are more directly related to the
social conditions which have shaped the Black family structure.
The following table depicts some of the alterations which
change the structures of the basic family t3^es described
above.
^Andrew Billingsley, Black Families in White America















I. Incipient Nuclear Family X
II. Simple Nuclear Family X X
III. Attenuated Nuclear Family X X
Extended Families
IV. Incipient Extended Family X X
V. Simple Extended Family X X X
VI. Attenuated Extended Family X X X
Auqmented Families
VII.Incipient Augmented Family X X
VIII.Incipient Extended Augmented
Family X X X
IX. Nuclear Augmented Family X X X
X. Nuclear Extended Augmented
Family X X X X
XI. Attenuated Augmented Family X X X
XII. Attenuated Extended
Augmented Family X X X X
Source: Andrew Billingsley, Black Families in White America, p. 17.
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As you can see in the above table the structure
of the family varies as various family members are present
or absent. The presence or absence of any member of the
family unit alters the means by which that unit attempts
to accomplish the functions of "the family." For example,
for years Black women have been permitted to utilize a more
abundant source of employment and thereby have often be¬
come the heads of households. However, all too often, when
her mate has not been economically castrated by the pres¬
sures of racism he has been able to perform many tasks,
classically, considering mothering tasks. He may make his
contribution to his family while constantly residing in the
home or by moving away (usually to help his family to be¬
come eligible of APDC) and continuing contacts with them.
In other related instances, aunts, uncles, grandparents,
etc., step into form subsystems within the family unit and
collectively and individually contribute to changes in the
family's maintenance functions.^®
What then was Daniel Moynihan talking about when
his report on the Black family concluded that the Black
See: John Dollard and Allison Davis. Children
of Bondage: The Personality Development of Negro Youth in
the Urban South (New York: Harper and Row, Publishers,
1964.
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family was falling apart?^^ It seems more likely that
what he did was a cardinal sin of science tried to evalu¬
ate a subject on the basis of a model that has never had
any true relevance to Black people. He used variables,
i, e., absent fathers, unwed mothers, and labeled them as
negative indicies when, in fact, they were merely the pro¬
duct of social conditions which had formed and supported
his frame of reference,
Moynihan and his assoicates examined the 1960
national census data and statistically found that "nearly
a quarter of all Black families were headed by females, and
that nearly a quarter of all Black babies that year were
born out of wedlock." These are facts which Black people
have been aware of and concerned about for sometime. He
concluded, quite incorrectly, that the Black family in this
country is falling apart and failing to prepare its chil¬
dren to make their way in the world. According to this view,
the Black community is being destroyed at least as much by
its own family structure as by the indifferent and often
hostile society around it. While his own data showed quite
the contrary, Moynihan concluded that "At the heart of the
iJ-The Negro Family; A Case for National Action. Pub
lished March 1965 by the Office of Policy Planning and Re¬
search of the United States Department of Labor,
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deterioration of the fabric of ^Afro-American/ society is
the deterioration of the j^lacl^ family, and that it
is the fundamental source of weakness of the Black com-
mtinity at the present.
Because he obviously did not understand the struc¬
tures that Blacks have adapted within their cortununities
their own society he could not see how the Black
family has been the support of the social systems of Blacks.
He also failed to realize that even though 25 per cent of
Negro families headed by females was much higher than the
proportion of white families headed by females was much
higher than the proportion of white families headed by fe¬
males it is also fact that 75 per cent of Negro families
met his criteria for stability.He further failed to
see that Black children have been socialized into certain
values and patterns which are vital to the survival of
their society. How blind he was to miss the fact that
sometimes the culture that Black families support are
sharply defined and sometimes barely structured at all.
But behind these varying social structures were family
^^Andrew Billingsley, Black Families in White
America, p. 199.
^^Lee Rainwater and William L. Yancey, The Moynihan
Report and the Politics of Controversy, (Cairibridqe, Mass:
The M.T.T. I>ress, 1967).
l^Billingsley, Black Families in White America, p. 199.
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units, patterns of child rearing, etc,, for the maintenance
of Black communities.
We contend that much of the report merely statis-
cally supported a set of values and biases pertinent only
to the micro-nuclear family unit of middle class white
society and thereby making them operational only for that
same group.
It seems very interesting that the national govern¬
ment used his report as a basis for "innovative" policies
of action for the social enhancement of Blacks in America
and that by and large these programs have been ineffectual
in meeting the needs of Blacks,
Where Do We Go From Here?
We have not tried to deny the fact that Black
families do not have problems. Black people are in such
a vulnerable political position today that a year hence
there might not be any such thing as a Black family in
America, However, we must recognize immediately that cur¬
rent social legislation and programs continue to fail to
meet the needs, and aspirations of Black people. There¬
fore, we, as a people, must look back at our own resources
those which have kept us alive this far building on
the strengths and alleviating the weaknesses.
No institution of society exists in a vacuum. All
14
are interdependent. Black conmiunities, which are actually
societies within the mass society of America must begin to
utilize the available resources of other Black institutions
more frequently as resources of family functions.
Stronger unification within the Black community
and wider adherence to the extended kinships which too
many of us are loosing as we become v^itewashed, seem to
be the only means for our continued survival.
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Businessmen exploiting the Black community must
be held accountable by and to the Black community. By
laying down this principle of accountability, we mean
that businessmen and economic institutions working and
making money in Black comm\inities must be forced, if
necessary, to give Black people the same quality of goods
and services at the same prices that prevail in the non-
Black community. For example, furniture stores, loan
companies, real estate firms, and chain supermarkets must
be forced to completely curtail their practice of selling
shoddy, second-class merchandise at exorbitant prices or
on credit plans with high rates of interest.
This objective can be accomplished through the
application of selective buying techniques or through the
formation of consumer co-operatives: furniture stores,
liquor stores, pharmacies, grocery stores, clothing stores,
credit unions, insurance companies, co-operative housing
developments.
A limited number of Black farm cooperatives have
developed in some rural areas as a result of the Civil
Rights and Black Power movement. Some of the most cele¬
brated Black cooperatives are Southwest Alabama Farmers
Cooperative Association, Southern Consumers, Crawfordville
Enterprises, and the Poor People's Corporation. Black
2
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farm cooperatives are chiefly in need of capital and
technical assistance. The recent formation of the Federa¬
tion of Southern Cooperatives has moved in this direction
by providing funds for loan guarantees and technical as¬
sistance in accounting/ credit management, and agricul¬
tural and commerical marketing. This venture should be
pursued because it possesses the potential to disrupt the
systematic exploitation of Black farmers. Farm coopera¬
tives in Israel provide a model that can be studied for
use in this country.^
Cooperative institutions such as those delineated
above would hopefully provide alternatives to the profit-
hungry institutions which have historically grown fat be¬
cause of the lack of communally-controlled institutions
in Black commxinities. All business and commercial in¬
stitutions within the ghetto must come under the control
of a community-wide citizens planning commission. Toward
this end, every means, every organizational, political,
and economic approach, every institutional and group re-
2
source, must be coordinated and intelligently applied.
^Michael Miles, "Black Cooperatives," The New
Republic. September 21, 1968), pp. 21-23.
^Harold Curse, The Crisis of The Negro Intellectual
(New York: William Morrow and Co., 1967), p. 316.
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If cooperatives are to survive competition from
individually and corporately owned businesses, the co¬
operative movement will need economic ingenuity and disci¬
pline will have to be practiced by Black consumers. The
political aspects of the cooperative movement go to the
heart of American political life. It seems reasonable
that the poor and those who also perceive themselves to
be politically disinherited may use the cooperative move¬
ment as a means of expanding their life chances and at
the same time develop an instrument for acquiring power.
The success of cooperatives in the Scandinavian countries
and the parallel success of the socialization of key in¬
dustries in Great Britain give encouragement to the po¬
tential growth of cooperative efforts.
There is a need to ascertain those areas of econo¬
mic activity through which major funds leave the Black
community; through the purchase of goods and services not
produced, owned, or controlled by the Black community.
It must also be determined whether significant partici¬
pation in production, distribution and sale, could either
bring funds back into or cause funds to remain in the
Black community. Black communial ownership and employment
in the institutions that distribute and make automobiles,
appliances, furniture, food, clothing, and building
5
materials must be increased. Black involvement in this
area is now exceedingly low or non-existent. Communal
ownership of business enterprises in the Black community
offers the potential for developing an intra-Black commxmity
economic base,^
The economic activity of an intra-Black community
economic structure could be combined with foreign econo¬
mics, especially those of principally Africa, This may
include an African Cultural Center, import-export and dis¬
tribution firms for African clothing, art objects, a
travel agency> an entertainment booking agency, and a
film and communication enterprise designed to acquaint
Black America with Black Africa,^
The economic potentials of an intra-Black com-
mvinity and Black Africa could be combined with the tech¬
nological base of Japan or the industrial capability of
other foreign countries. For example, Japanese television
sets and automobiles are already on the American market.
These and other products might be utilized in multi-national
^William T, Ussery, "CORE Enterprise Corporation
Incorporated," (unpi:iblished porposal for fxmding, Cleve¬
land, Ohio, 1969), p, 19,
4
Ussery, CORE Enterprise Corporation," p, 20
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corporate arrangements.
Black communities are victims of a cynical and
premeditated economic imperialism. Black ghettoes are
improvised and superexploited economic dependencies
/colonie^ tied to real estate, banking and business com¬
bines of absentee white colonizers who suck the colony
dry. The “ghetto-colony" exists for the benefit of the
colonizers and has no cultural, political or economic
5
autonomy.
Any movement committed to social change in Ameri¬
ca must determine which school of economic organization
to use as a theoretical framework for innovation. What
practical economic steps must Black people make in order
to liberate themselves from their colonizer status? What
brand of politics must we practice to complement or legiti
mize our efforts of economic liberation?
According to Cruse, the Black ghettoes /colonie^
today subsist on two kinds of economics: (1) laissez-
faire- free enterprise capitalism; and (2) welfare state-
anti-poverty economics,” Are either of these schools of
economic thought compatible with needs of Black people?
5
See Cruse, The Crisis, p. 86.
Cruse, The Crisis, p, 93.
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Logic demands that a movement for liberation must be
motivated by some other school of economic thought, or we
run the risk of fooling ourselves and wasting our time.
This is especially true as both free enterprise capitalism
and welfare capitalism are administered and controlled
from the top down. Policies are dictated and determined
by the colonizers and are administered and enforced by
pawns and puppets of the colonizers—-the colonial bureau¬
crats (including teachers, social planners, policemen,
social workers, judges, etc,). American welfare programs
such as Aid to Dependent Children, Social Security, unem¬
ployment compensation, urban renewal, and most of the anti¬
poverty programs merely palliate the wounds of poverty;
they rarely cure or prevent.
If new mechanism for the reclamation of the poor
are developed, then the security of the current systans
of palliation and amelioration must be threatened. Those
persons who work within such systems will, in most in¬
stances, perceive their security and vested interests as
being challaiged. Thus we should expect an almost in¬
evitable opposition to any kind of innovative program
7
which seeks to liberate the oppressed.
7see Nathan Wright, Black Power and Urban Unrest
(New York: Hawthorn Books, Inc., 1967), pp. 32-33.
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Historically, the Black Restoration Movement has
been oriented toward securing jobs and creature comforts
for middle class aspiring individuals rather than for the
Black community. Continued imitation of the individualis¬
tic life styles of American society is self-destructive.
Black people in America cannot liberate themselves indi¬
vidually, An integrated society in this country is an
xmrealistic expectation until Black Americans have unity
^amoj^ among thonselves, Cruse has cbserved that other
ethnic groups in America would never have forced their
way into different levels of economic status if it had
not been through some form of group economics,® He
continues:
Some added group politics (the Irish) and
others even used group crime (the Mafia) and
its rewards as the key to economic re¬
spectability, The American Jew could not
have won their way into the economic power
they now possess if not through various
forms of group solidarity,®
We as Black people have not demonstrated our group
responsibilities to one another, Cruse suggests that this
has often been the case because of inadequate, selfish and
imperceptive leadership,^® As a result, we have ignored
^Cruse, The Crisis, p, 315,
®Cruse, The Crisis, p, 315,
10Cruse, The Crisis, p, 315
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the fxindamental realities of political, economic and
cultural su3rvival. The real tragedy of this, according
to Cruse, is that the economic reality of the Black Com¬
munity is avoided by integrationist leaders "because they
are hood-winked into playing the game of American capital¬
ism by the rules established by those in control of the
economic exchange processes of the ghetto status quo."^^
Thus such leaders cannot win anything beyond tokenism Ameri¬
can society is geared to permit a certain amount of token
integration in order to maintain an "equal opportianity"
facade.
DuBois made the following pertinent observation
concerning the dilemma of Black Americans,
There faces the American ^^lack ma^...
an intricate and subtle problem of
combining into one object two dif¬
ferent sets of facts his present ra¬
cial segregation vdiich will persist
—- for many decades; and his attempt
by carefully planned and intelligent
action to fit himself into the new
economic organization which the world
faces,12
As he predicted segregation is still an ever-persisting
fact of social reality for Black Americans, The fact that
^^Cruse, The Crisis, p, 315.
12w, E. B. DviBois, Dusk of Dawn (New York: Har-
court. Brace and World, 1940), p. 199.
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there are a few Blacks in lower and middle management
positions of the coirporate structure of this society
does not alter this social fact one iota.
DuBois thought that Black people in America would
eventually recognize the futility of trying to conform to
the ways and customs of an oppressive system. He notes:
/Tha.^ we must admit that the majority
of the /Blacj^ intelligentsia, together
with much of the West Indian and West
African leadership, shows syn^toms of
following in the footsteps of western
acquisitive society, with its exploita¬
tion of labor, monopoly of land and its
resources, and with private profit for the
smart and uncrupulous in a world of poverty,
disease and ignorance, as the natural end of
human culture.
DuBois thought that Black people would offer the
world a new cultural ideal of organizing natural resources
for the benefit of all. He thought that this ideal would
be built on ancient African communalism, supported and
developed by the memory of slavery at the hands of
^^W. E. B. DuBois, "In Battle for Peace," Masses
and Mainstream, 1952, p. 154,
^^Remnants of this concept can also be found in the
work of Edward W. Blyden: See his Christianity, Islam and
the Negro Race (London: W. B. Wittingham and Co., 1887);
for a contemporary expression of this concept see Julius
K. Nyerere, "Ujamaa: The Basis of African Socialism,'* in
African Socialism, ed, by William H, Friedland and Carl




DuBois was pessimistic about the probability of
such an esprit de corps developing among Black people in
this country. He noted that the very loosening of outer
discriminatory pressures has not been conducive to Blacks
developing the kind of group unity ^^tunoj^ that is capable
of creating new, con-capitalistic ways of meeting htiman
needs. But as IXiBois noted "partial emancipation is
freeing some of /u^ to ape the worst of American and
Anglo-Saxon chatvinism, Ixixury, showing off and social
climbing,^®
15in a very real sense, capitalism was responsible
for the rape of Africa and the imprisonment of the African;
and it is the capitalistic system that is responsible for
the continued oppression of Black people in the United
States. Evidence for this generalization can be found in
the following source: Eric Williams, Capitalism and Slavery
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1944),
Williams shows that Black labor provided the accximulation
of capital needed in Europe ^specially in Great Britain
and Franc^ to usher in an era of industrialism in the nine¬
teenth century to supplant the commerical capitalism of the
eighteenth century. Beginning with the captivity of Afri¬
cans, Williams discusses the triangular trade routes and
how the cargo carried along these trade routes contributed
to the growth and expansion of shipping and other indus¬
tries, and how the huge profits generated from trading in
hviman flesh were invested in banking, insurance and heavy
industry. Thus, it was the captivity and subsequent forced
labor of Black people that supplied the needed impetus for
Western capitalism to reach its present position of econo¬
mic pre-eminence.
^^DuBois, "In Battle For Peace," p. 155.
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Unfortunately the Weltanschauncr of the Black nou¬
veau riche, that DuBois deplored is still with us. But
rather than assume the pessimistic stance of DuBois, it
might behoove us to take a clooser look at some of the
theoretical formulations indigenous to the land of our
forefathers: AFRICA. Such an examination might prove us
with an alternative to the capitalistic ethos of western
society, Julius K. Nyerere, President of Tanzania, is an
exponent of Ujamaa, which in his theoretical frame of
reference is the basis for African socialism. Nyerere's
orietnation is replete with implications for Black America.
Nyerere makes a distinction between capitalism and social¬
ism in the following manners
. . . It is an attitude of mind which dis¬
tinguishes the socialist from the non¬
socialist. It has nothing to to with the
possession or nonpossession of wealth.
Destitute people can be potential capi¬
talist exploiters of their fellow human
beings. A millionaire can... be a socialist;
he may value his wealth only because it can
be used in the service of his fellowmen. But
the man who uses his wealth for the purpose
of dominating any of his fellows is a capi¬
talist. So is the man who would if could.
I have said that a millionaire can be a
good socialist. But a socialist million¬
aire is a rare phenomenon. Indeed he is
17
Julius K. Nyerere, "Ujamaa; The Basis of Afri¬
can Socialism," in African Socialism, ed, by William
H* Priedland and Carl G. Rosberg, Jr. (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1964), p. 238.
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almost a contradiction in terms. The ap¬
pearance of millionaires in any society
is no proof of its affluence; they can be
produced by very poor countries like
Tanganyika /now called Tanzania7 just as
well as by rich countries like the United
States of America, For it is not ef¬
ficiency of production or the amount of
wealth in a country, which makes mil¬
lionaires; it is the uneven distribution
of vrftiat is produced. The basic dif¬
ference between a socialist does not lie
in their methods of producing wealth,
but in the way that wealth is distributed.
While, therefore, a millionaire could be
a good socialist, he could hardly be the
product of a socialist society,
/Italics adde^
On the relationship between socialism and work,
Nyerere observes:
There is no such thing as socialism
without work. A society which fails
to give its individuals the means to
work, or having given them the means
to work, prevents them from getting a
fair share of the products of their
own sweat and toil, needs putting
right. Similarly, an individual who
can work and is provided by society
with the means to work^ but does not
do so, is equally wrong. He has no
right to esqject anything from society
because he contributes nothing to
society.italics adde^
Nyerere also rejects the individual ownership of
the land which the colonial powers brought to Africa dur¬
ing the incipient stages of their e3q)loitation of the
iS^yerere, "Ujamaa,"p. 241
^%yerere, “Ujamaa," p, 242
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continent.^® He stresses the fact that in Africa land
was always recognized as belonging to the coiranxmity; each
individual had a right to the use of the land because
otherwise he could not earn his living. And in Africa it
was reprehensible to think of a person as having the
right to life without having the right to some means of
maintaining life.
The European intruders introduced a completely
divergent concept-—the concept of land as a marketable
commodity. In the framework of the European concept of
land, a person could claim a piece of land as his own
private property whether he intended to use it or not.
Such a barbarbic practice was completely foreign to Afri¬
can society. In pointing out the ludicrousness of such
a practice, Nyerere makes the following jestful comment:
... /xn the European framework/ I could
take a few square miles of land, call them
"mine," and then go off to the moon. All
I had to do to tain a living from "my"
land was to charge a rent to the people
who wanted to use it. If this piece of
land was in an urban area I had no need
to develop it at all; I could leave it
to the fools v4io were prepared to develop
all the other pieces surrounding "my"
piece, and in doing so automatically to
raise the market value of mine. Then I
could come down from the moon and demand
20jjyerere, "Ujaraaa," pp. 241-242
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that these fools pay me through their
noses for the high value of "my" land;
a value vdiich they themselves created
for me vdiile I was enjoying myself on
the mooni21
In Nyerere's framework landlords are intolerable and fall
into the same category as loiterers both are parasites.
The true roots of African socialism must be sought
in the African extended family and not in Marxian analy¬
sis as is the tendency of so many western oriented ob¬
servers. “Ujamaa," then or "familyhood," describes Afri-
can socialism from Nyerere's perspective.It is opposed
to capitalism which seeks to build a happy society on the
basis of the exploitation of man by man; and it is equally
opposed to doctrinaire socialism (European) which seeks
to build its happy society on a philosophy of inevitable
conflict between man and man.
■
In conclusion, Nyerere observes that "we, in
Africa, have no more need of being 'converted* to social¬
ism than we have of being 'taught' democracy" both are
rooted in the African past.23
^^Nyerere, "Ujamaa," p. 246.
^^yerere, "Ujamaa," p. 246.
23
Nyerere, "UJamaa," p. 246.
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